
Math Milestones — Grade 3

© 2021 Math Milestones, LLC. This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License (CC BY 4.0).

3:1 3:93:4

3:2 3:5
3:10

3:11

3:6

3:3 3:7

3:12

3:13

3:14

3:8

There are five teams in the volleyball league. 
Every team has six players. How many players are 
in the volleyball league?
Equation model:  
Answer:  

Our class painted pictures. The teacher will hang 
the pictures on 4 bulletin boards. The teacher 
will hang the same number of pictures on each 
board. How many pictures will be on each board? 
There are 32 pictures to hang.

The picture shows a 
dog sleeping on a rug. 
The rug design is a 
rectangular array of 
squares with a dot in 
each square.

Below are four expressions. One expression 
equals the total number of dots in the rug 
design. Which expression equals the total 
number of dots in the rug design? Tell how  
you decided.

12 × 14,  11 × 14,  12 × 15,  11 × 15

Alice forgot what 7 × 8 equals. Alice knows that  
5 × 8 = 40 and 2 × 8 = 16.
(1)  Write a sentence to tell Alice how she can 

find the value of 7 × 8 by using the two facts 
she knows.

(2)  Draw a diagram that could help Alice 
understand why your method works.

(3)  Choose two numbers other than 7 and 8, and 
try using your method to multiply them. Will 
your method work for any pair of factors? Say 
why you think so.

Steven, Hawa, and 4 more friends 
went to the park. Steven brought 24 
water balloons. Hawa brought 24 water 
balloons. Nobody else brought water 
balloons. The 6 friends shared all the 
water balloons equally. How many water 
balloons did each friend get?

Write the value of each product. 
Use as much time as you need. 
If you “just knew it,” then draw a 
check mark, like this:
2 × 2  

Write the number that makes 
each equation true. Use as much 
time as you need.

Write the sums and differences.

(1)  How much area is shaded? 

1 unit
of length

(2)  Using a ruler, draw a rectangle with area  
28 square centimeters. Write the length and 
width of your rectangle.

Length:   Width: 

Jasmine bought 45 corn seeds. She 
arranged the seeds into piles of 9 seeds 
each. How many piles were there?
Equation model:  
Answer:  

Our class picked up litter on the playground. One 
student wrote tally marks to record the things 
we picked up.

Paper
Plastic
Glass
Garbage
Show the data another way by drawing a scaled 
picture graph in which 1 picture stands for 10 
things picked up.

Using what you know about fractions, decide 
which is greater, 1

73  or 1
41 . Tell how you decided.

Here is a list of numbers. Where does each 
number belong on the number line?

1
2 ,  1

4 ,  2,  5
4 ,  2

2 ,  3
2 ,  6

4 ,  2
4 ,  3

1

Draw a dot to show the location of each number. 
Label each dot. The first number in the list has 
been located for you.

10

(1)  Name two attributes that are shared by 
triangles and squares.

(2)  Name a category of shapes that includes 
triangles and squares and also includes other 
shapes that have both of the attributes you 
named.

 800 − 300
 240 + 540
  365 − 165
   612 − 13

Mentally

With pencil and paper

351 
+ 472 

264 
+ 438

625 
− 26 1

8 3 1 
− 444
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Write the value of each product. Use as much time as you need. If you “just knew it,” 

then draw a check mark, like this:    2 × 2   ____ 

 
 

Product      Value 

8 × 3        ____ 

7 × 9        ____ 

8 × 8        ____ 

5 × 7        ____ 

5 × 6        ____ 

4 × 1        ____ 

7 × 7        ____ 

9 × 5        ____ 

2 × 8        ____ 

1 × 7        ____ 

7 × 5        ____ 

4 × 9        ____ 

1 × 1        ____ 

2 × 4        ____ 

4 × 2        ____ 

9 × 7        ____ 

2 × 9        ____ 

5 × 4        ____ 

6 × 3        ____ 

3 × 8        ____ 

5 × 9        ____ 

8 × 2        ____ 

Product      Value 

8 × 6        ____ 

8 × 4        ____ 

5 × 3        ____ 

3 × 3        ____ 

3 × 2        ____ 

4 × 3        ____ 

6 × 2        ____ 

6 × 8        ____ 

2 × 5        ____ 

3 × 4        ____ 

2 × 7        ____ 

9 × 8        ____ 

8 × 7        ____ 

6 × 6        ____ 

3 × 6        ____ 

7 × 6        ____ 

5 × 8        ____ 

7 × 2        ____ 

6 × 7        ____ 

4 × 6        ____ 

6 × 9        ____ 

5 × 5        ____ 

Product      Value 

3 × 5        ____ 

2 × 3        ____ 

9 × 6        ____ 

5 × 2        ____ 

3 × 9        ____ 

4 × 4        ____ 

2 × 6        ____ 

6 × 4        ____ 

4 × 5        ____ 

4 × 7        ____ 

9 × 4        ____ 

4 × 8        ____ 

8 × 9        ____ 

6 × 5        ____ 

9 × 9        ____ 

7 × 4        ____ 

7 × 3        ____ 

9 × 3        ____ 

7 × 8        ____ 

3 × 7        ____ 

8 × 5        ____ 

9 × 2        ____
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Write the number that makes each equation true. Use as much time as you need. 

Example:     × 3 = 6     ____ 
 

 
Day 1 

21 ÷ 7 =  ____ 

 × 8 = 0 ____ 

 × 8 = 16 ____ 

21 ÷ 3 =   ____ 

 × 6 = 30 ____ 

54 ÷ 6 =   ____ 

8 ×  = 8 ____ 

36 ÷ 4 =   ____ 

54 ÷ 9 =   ____ 

18 ÷ 6 =   ____ 

 × 1 = 7 ____ 

 × 9 = 18 ____ 

9 ×  = 45 ____ 

36 ÷ 9 =   ____ 

 × 7 = 35 ____ 

42 ÷ 7 =   ____ 

48 ÷ 8 =   ____ 

 ÷ 1 = 8 ____ 

4 ÷ 4 =   ____ 

 ÷ 3 = 5 ____ 

28 ÷ 4 =   ____ 

16 ÷  = 4 ____ 

Day 2 

81 ÷ 9 =   ____ 

48 ÷ 6 =   ____ 

63 ÷ 7 =   ____ 

36 ÷ 6 =   ____ 

28 ÷ 7 =   ____ 

56 ÷ 8 =   ____ 

9 ÷  = 3 ____ 

72 ÷ 9 =   ____ 

6 ×  = 18 ____ 

24 ÷ 6 =   ____ 

27 ÷ 9 =   ____ 

12 ÷  = 2 ____ 

 × 3 = 15 ____ 

64 ÷ 8 =   ____ 

42 ÷ 6 =   ____ 

56 ÷ 7 =   ____ 

10 ÷  = 5 ____ 

49 ÷ 7 =   ____ 

32 ÷ 8 =   ____ 

 ÷ 4 = 5 ____ 

7 ÷  = 1 ____ 

8 ×  = 40 ____ 

Day 3 

24 ÷ 4 =   ____ 

 × 5 = 25 ____ 

12 ÷  = 3 ____ 

32 ÷ 4 =   ____ 

 ÷ 5 = 1 ____ 

24 ÷ 3 =   ____ 

24 ÷ 8 =   ____ 

 ÷ 2 = 2 ____ 

 ÷ 3 = 0 ____ 

27 ÷ 3 =   ____ 

63 ÷ 9 =   ____ 

6 ×  = 12 ____ 

 ÷ 4 = 3 ____ 

72 ÷ 8 =   ____ 

1 ×  = 1 ____ 

7 ×  = 0 ____ 

7 ×  = 14 ____ 

6 ÷  = 6 ____ 

1 ×  = 5 ____ 

0 ÷ 6 =   ____ 

9 ÷ 1 =   ____ 

 × 6 = 6 ____ 
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3:6 Unit Fraction Ideas
Teacher Notes

Answer 
1

41  is greater than 1
73 . Explanations may 

vary. One kind of explanation involves 
the idea that if you partition a whole 
into a greater number of equal parts, 
then the parts have smaller size than 
when you partition a whole into a lesser 
number of equal parts. This might be 
illustrated with contexts, such as saying 
that one would rather receive 1

41  of a 

bar of gold than 1
73  of the bar of gold, 

because when you slice a bar of gold 
into 41 equal parts, those parts are 
larger (heavier) than when you slice the 
bar into 73 equal parts. 

Click here for a student-facing version 
of the task.

Refer to the Standards
3.NF.A; MP.1, MP.5, MP.7, MP.8. Standards 
codes refer to www.corestandards.
org. One purpose of the codes is that 
they may allow a task to shed light 
on the Standards cited for that task. 
Conversely, reading the cited Standards 
may suggest opportunities to extend a 
task or draw out its implications. Finally, 
Standards codes may also assist with 
locating relevant sections in curriculum 
materials, including materials aligned 
to comparable standards.

Aspect(s) of rigor: 
Concepts

Central math concepts

Possibly the two most important foundations for 
fraction arithmetic are the idea of the unit fraction 
and the principle of fraction equivalence. Students 
will frequently employ unit fraction ideas and the 
principle of fraction equivalence throughout the 
upper-elementary grades as they learn to extend 
arithmetic from whole numbers to fractions. Task 3:6 
invests in the first of these essential concepts, the 
unit fraction.

Unit fractions play an important role in school 
mathematics for at least three reasons. One is that 
everyday life commonly presents us with situations 
in which a measurement unit is too large to serve 
our purposes. For example, when hanging pictures 
on a wall, measuring to the nearest whole inch 
might not be precise enough, so we may choose to 
work with smaller units such as fourths or eighths. A 
second reason for the importance of unit fractions 
is that unit fractions allow students to apply 
unit thinking to fraction problems. As a grade 6 
example, the quotient 6

7  ÷ 2
7  can be seen to equal 3 

for the same reason that 6 of any unit divided by 2 
of that same unit equals 3. In this case, the units are 
sevenths.

A third reason why unit fractions are so important 
in school mathematics is the way they unify 
multiplication and division. Think for example 
about the idea that 4

5  is the quantity formed by 
4 parts when a whole is partitioned into 5 equal 
parts. That sounds like multiplication (because 
there are 4 of something), but it also sounds like 
division (because we are partitioning). By the upper 
elementary grades, fractions will be breaking down conceptual walls 
between multiplication and division. For example, dividing by B can be 
accomplished just as well by multiplying by 1

B .†

When talking about fractions, it is desirable to talk as much as possible 
about fractions, not about whole numbers. One way to do this is to refer 
frequently to the units of thirds, fourths, fifths, etc., when possible, instead 
of referring only to denominators 3, 4, 5, etc. “Thirds are smaller than 
halves” is an important piece of quantitative thinking. A mnemonic device 
such as “To compare unit fractions, compare the denominators” contains 
much less mathematics and could be easy to misapply. Nevertheless, a 
general understanding of how the size of a unit fraction depends on the 
denominator is a valuable insight and a kind of early functional thinking. 
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Relevant prior knowledge

The following mathematics knowledge may be activated, extended, 
and deepened while students work on the task: spatial structuring and 
partitioning; unit ideas in measurement; and basing reasoning on math 
diagrams.

Extending the task

How might students drive the conversation further?

•	 Students could invent even “sillier” versions of the problem, such as the 
problem of comparing 1

1,000,000  to 1
1,000,001 .

•	 Students could propose a mathematical discovery, for example by 
realizing that there is no smallest number. One justification for this  
is that a whole can be partitioned into any number of parts no matter  
how many.

Related Math Milestones tasks
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A tablespoon holds 15 ml of olive oil, which is 3 
times as much as a teaspoon holds. How many 
ml of olive oil does a teaspoon hold?
Equation model:  
Answer:  

In gym it was fitness day. Students ran laps 
around the gym.

How many laps did Catherine run?

(1)  Find the three missing lengths and 
write them on the diagram. Compare 
answers with a classmate.

(2)  What is the total area of the diagram?
(3)  Look for connections between the 

diagram and the division problem. 
What connections can you see?

Write the values of the products and quotients. 
Check the quotients by multiplying.

A cook in the school kitchen uses 6 oz of cheese 
to make a pizza. The kitchen has 45 lb of cheese. 
How many pizzas will that make?

(1)  A red rectangle has length L = 12 in and width 
W = 6 in. Use the formula A = L × W to find 
the area of the red rectangle. 

(2)  A blue rectangle has length 1 ft and width  
1
2  ft. Draw a picture to show that two copies 
of the blue rectangle make one square foot. 
Based on your picture, what is the area of the 
blue rectangle?

(3)  Do the red rectangle and the blue rectangle 
have equal areas? Tell how you decided.

540,909 + 87,808 − 5,864 + 2,556 = ?

Everyone in class measured the length of their 
pencil. Here are the measurements:

(1) How many pencils were measured?
(2)  How much longer was the longest pencil 

than the shortest pencil?
(3)  Could two of the pencils be laid end to end to 

make a total length of 1 foot?

(1)  Compare 5
9  to 4

7 . First do it by making equal 
denominators. Then do it by making equal 
numerators.

(2)  Ariana said, “ 300
400 looks greater than 3

4  . 
How can they be the same size?” Write or 
say an explanation that could help Ariana 
understand why 300

400 and 3
4  are the same size.

(3)  Which is closer to 1 on a number line, 4
5  or 

5
4  ? Tell how you decided. Draw a number 

line and show 4
5  and 5

4  accurately on the 
number line.

(1a−f)  Write the values of the 
products. Compare answers 
with a classmate.

(1g)  Which answer is twice as much  
as the answer for (e)?

(1h)  Which answer is six times as  
much as the answer for (a)?

(1i)  Which two answers are equal?

(2)    Zoe was reading her math book.  
She saw the equation 6 x (4 + 1

2 ) =  
24 + 3. She said, “I don’t get it—where 
did the 24 and the 3 come from?” Write 
an explanation that could answer Zoe’s 
question.

Grandpa took a jar of pennies 
to the bank. He said, “I’d like 
nickels for this, please.” The bank 
teller poured the pennies into a 
counting machine. “Eighty-seven 
dollars and forty-two cents,” said 
the teller. (1) How many nickels 
did Grandpa get? (2) Check your 
answer with an estimate.

Write the values of the expressions. Read each 
completed equation aloud.

L is a line, R is a ray, and T is a triangle.  
True or false:
(1)  Line L is a line  

of symmetry for  
triangle T.

(2) Line L intersects ray R.
(3)  Triangle T has two angles measuring less 

than 90 degrees.

Super Hauler Truck

The pickup truck can  
carry 1 3

5  tons. The super  
hauler truck can carry  
300 times as much. How  
many tons can the super  
hauler truck carry?

Pickup Truck

4 5 6 7 8

x x x x x x x x
x

x
x

x
x
x

x
x
x

x
x
x

x x x x
x

inches

700 square units 210 sq units7
units

49 square units

? units ? units
?

units

1 37
7  959
– 700

259
– 210

49
– 49 

0

Leslie

I ran 1 2
3  more laps than Catherine.

I ran 6 1
3  laps.

 40 × 20
 30 × 11
 12 × 60
 5 × 19
 480 ÷ 8

  4 × 1
7  = ___

       (a)
  6 × 4

7  = ___
       (b)
86 × 1

86 = ___
        (c)
   6 × 8

2  = ___
       (d)
  9 × 1

9  = ___ 
       (e)
  9 × 2

9  = ___
        (f)

Mentally With pencil and paper

6,132 
×        6

48 
×  39 7   8,722

3 fifths + 2 fifths = ___

 1
10   +  3

100  = ___ (fraction)

     = ___ (decimal) 

      6
25   +  6

25   = ___
1
8   +  5

8   −  3
8    = ___

L

T

R

4:4
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There are five teams in the volleyball league. 
Every team has six players. How many players are 
in the volleyball league?
Equation model:  
Answer:  

Our class painted pictures. The teacher will hang 
the pictures on 4 bulletin boards. The teacher 
will hang the same number of pictures on each 
board. How many pictures will be on each board? 
There are 32 pictures to hang.

The picture shows a 
dog sleeping on a rug. 
The rug design is a 
rectangular array of 
squares with a dot in 
each square.

Below are four expressions. One expression 
equals the total number of dots in the rug 
design. Which expression equals the total 
number of dots in the rug design? Tell how  
you decided.

12 × 14,  11 × 14,  12 × 15,  11 × 15

Alice forgot what 7 × 8 equals. Alice knows that  
5 × 8 = 40 and 2 × 8 = 16.
(1)  Write a sentence to tell Alice how she can 

find the value of 7 × 8 by using the two facts 
she knows.

(2)  Draw a diagram that could help Alice 
understand why your method works.

(3)  Choose two numbers other than 7 and 8, and 
try using your method to multiply them. Will 
your method work for any pair of factors? Say 
why you think so.

Steven, Hawa, and 4 more friends 
went to the park. Steven brought 24 
water balloons. Hawa brought 24 water 
balloons. Nobody else brought water 
balloons. The 6 friends shared all the 
water balloons equally. How many water 
balloons did each friend get?

Write the value of each product. 
Use as much time as you need. 
If you “just knew it,” then draw a 
check mark, like this:
2 × 2  

Write the number that makes 
each equation true. Use as much 
time as you need.

Write the sums and differences.

(1)  How much area is shaded? 

1 unit
of length

(2)  Using a ruler, draw a rectangle with area  
28 square centimeters. Write the length and 
width of your rectangle.

Length:   Width: 

Jasmine bought 45 corn seeds. She 
arranged the seeds into piles of 9 seeds 
each. How many piles were there?
Equation model:  
Answer:  

Our class picked up litter on the playground. One 
student wrote tally marks to record the things 
we picked up.

Paper
Plastic
Glass
Garbage
Show the data another way by drawing a scaled 
picture graph in which 1 picture stands for 10 
things picked up.

Using what you know about fractions, decide 
which is greater, 1

73  or 1
41 . Tell how you decided.

Here is a list of numbers. Where does each 
number belong on the number line?

1
2 ,  1

4 ,  2,  5
4 ,  2

2 ,  3
2 ,  6

4 ,  2
4 ,  3

1

Draw a dot to show the location of each number. 
Label each dot. The first number in the list has 
been located for you.

10

(1)  Name two attributes that are shared by 
triangles and squares.

(2)  Name a category of shapes that includes 
triangles and squares and also includes other 
shapes that have both of the attributes you 
named.

 800 − 300
 240 + 540
  365 − 165
   612 − 13

Mentally

With pencil and paper

351 
+ 472 

264 
+ 438

625 
− 26 1

8 3 1 
− 444
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Write the value of each product. Use as much time as you need. If you “just knew it,” 

then draw a check mark, like this:    2 × 2   ____ 

 
 

Product      Value 

8 × 3        ____ 

7 × 9        ____ 

8 × 8        ____ 

5 × 7        ____ 

5 × 6        ____ 

4 × 1        ____ 

7 × 7        ____ 

9 × 5        ____ 

2 × 8        ____ 

1 × 7        ____ 

7 × 5        ____ 

4 × 9        ____ 

1 × 1        ____ 

2 × 4        ____ 

4 × 2        ____ 

9 × 7        ____ 

2 × 9        ____ 

5 × 4        ____ 

6 × 3        ____ 

3 × 8        ____ 

5 × 9        ____ 

8 × 2        ____ 

Product      Value 

8 × 6        ____ 

8 × 4        ____ 

5 × 3        ____ 

3 × 3        ____ 

3 × 2        ____ 

4 × 3        ____ 

6 × 2        ____ 

6 × 8        ____ 

2 × 5        ____ 

3 × 4        ____ 

2 × 7        ____ 

9 × 8        ____ 

8 × 7        ____ 

6 × 6        ____ 

3 × 6        ____ 

7 × 6        ____ 

5 × 8        ____ 

7 × 2        ____ 

6 × 7        ____ 

4 × 6        ____ 

6 × 9        ____ 

5 × 5        ____ 

Product      Value 

3 × 5        ____ 

2 × 3        ____ 

9 × 6        ____ 

5 × 2        ____ 

3 × 9        ____ 

4 × 4        ____ 

2 × 6        ____ 

6 × 4        ____ 

4 × 5        ____ 

4 × 7        ____ 

9 × 4        ____ 

4 × 8        ____ 

8 × 9        ____ 

6 × 5        ____ 

9 × 9        ____ 

7 × 4        ____ 

7 × 3        ____ 

9 × 3        ____ 

7 × 8        ____ 

3 × 7        ____ 

8 × 5        ____ 

9 × 2        ____
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Write the number that makes each equation true. Use as much time as you need. 

Example:     × 3 = 6     ____ 
 

 
Day 1 

21 ÷ 7 =  ____ 

 × 8 = 0 ____ 

 × 8 = 16 ____ 

21 ÷ 3 =   ____ 

 × 6 = 30 ____ 

54 ÷ 6 =   ____ 

8 ×  = 8 ____ 

36 ÷ 4 =   ____ 

54 ÷ 9 =   ____ 

18 ÷ 6 =   ____ 

 × 1 = 7 ____ 

 × 9 = 18 ____ 

9 ×  = 45 ____ 

36 ÷ 9 =   ____ 

 × 7 = 35 ____ 

42 ÷ 7 =   ____ 

48 ÷ 8 =   ____ 

 ÷ 1 = 8 ____ 

4 ÷ 4 =   ____ 

 ÷ 3 = 5 ____ 

28 ÷ 4 =   ____ 

16 ÷  = 4 ____ 

Day 2 

81 ÷ 9 =   ____ 

48 ÷ 6 =   ____ 

63 ÷ 7 =   ____ 

36 ÷ 6 =   ____ 

28 ÷ 7 =   ____ 

56 ÷ 8 =   ____ 

9 ÷  = 3 ____ 

72 ÷ 9 =   ____ 

6 ×  = 18 ____ 

24 ÷ 6 =   ____ 

27 ÷ 9 =   ____ 

12 ÷  = 2 ____ 

 × 3 = 15 ____ 

64 ÷ 8 =   ____ 

42 ÷ 6 =   ____ 

56 ÷ 7 =   ____ 

10 ÷  = 5 ____ 

49 ÷ 7 =   ____ 

32 ÷ 8 =   ____ 

 ÷ 4 = 5 ____ 

7 ÷  = 1 ____ 

8 ×  = 40 ____ 

Day 3 

24 ÷ 4 =   ____ 

 × 5 = 25 ____ 

12 ÷  = 3 ____ 

32 ÷ 4 =   ____ 

 ÷ 5 = 1 ____ 

24 ÷ 3 =   ____ 

24 ÷ 8 =   ____ 

 ÷ 2 = 2 ____ 

 ÷ 3 = 0 ____ 

27 ÷ 3 =   ____ 

63 ÷ 9 =   ____ 

6 ×  = 12 ____ 

 ÷ 4 = 3 ____ 

72 ÷ 8 =   ____ 

1 ×  = 1 ____ 

7 ×  = 0 ____ 

7 ×  = 14 ____ 

6 ÷  = 6 ____ 

1 ×  = 5 ____ 

0 ÷ 6 =   ____ 

9 ÷ 1 =   ____ 

 × 6 = 6 ____ 
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Avi made a paper chain. Then Avi 
added 29 more links to the paper 
chain. Now there are 52 links  
in the paper chain. How many links 
were in the paper chain before?

A grass snake is 28 inches long. A rat 
snake is 74 inches long. How much longer 
is the rat snake?
Draw a diagram to illustrate your solution.
Label the diagram with numbers.

(1) True or false?

(a) 2 hundreds + 3 ones > 5 tens + 9 ones

(b) 9 tens + 2 hundreds + 4 ones < 924

(c) 456 < 5 hundreds

(2)  Write the number that makes each 
statement true.

(a) 7 ones + 5 hundreds = 

(b) 14 tens = 

(c) 90 + 300 + 4 = 

At recess there was a jump-rope contest.

How many times did Catherine jump?

Equation model:  
Answer: Catherine jumped  times.

Write the 
sums and 
differences.

Marlon and Malia went apple-picking.

How many apples did Malia pick? 

Equation model:  
Answer: Malia picked  apples.

Zariah got one answer wrong.  
(1) Which answer did Zariah get wrong? 
(2) Correct Zariah’s wrong answer.

(a)  Show how the  
rectangle can  
be divided into  
15 squares.

(b)  halves make one whole.

(c)  Draw a triangle. All three  
sides of your triangle must  
have different lengths.

Faith went to the park. The picture graph 
shows all of the animals Faith saw.

Faith said, “I saw fewer butterflies than birds.” 
How many fewer butterflies did Faith see?

Write the value of each sum. 
Use as much time as you 
need. If you “just knew it,” 
then draw a check mark,  
like this: 2 + 2  

A rope is 32 feet long. The rope is cut  
into two pieces. One piece is 3 feet long. 
How long is the other piece?
Equation model:  
Answer:  feet

(1)  Write the number that makes the 
statement true.
6 hundreds + 3 tens + 4 ones  
= 5 hundreds +  tens + 4 ones.

(2)  How do you know your statement is 
true?

(3)  Look for connections between 
your statement and this 
subtraction problem. What 
connections can you see? 

Write the number that makes 
each equation true. Use  
as much time as you need.

A farmer said, “Last night some 
deer came and ate 16 of my 
cabbages. Now I only have 38 
cabbages.” How many cabbages 
were there before the deer came?

Equation model:  
Answer: There were  cabbages.

Check the subtraction by adding.
946 — 678 = 268

36
+ 45

72
— 1 7

64
+ 27

82
— 55

Leslie

I won because I jumped 25 more 
times than Catherine.

I jumped 81 times.

Marlon Malia

I picked 
12 apples.

You picked 13 
fewer apples 
than I did.
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Write the value of each sum. Use as much time as you need. If you “just knew it,” then 
draw a check mark, like this:    2 + 2   ____         

 
Sum        Value 

5 + 5       ____ 

3 + 8       ____ 

9 + 9       ____ 

7 + 2       ____ 

4 + 3       ____ 

5 + 9       ____ 

3 + 7       ____ 

7 + 3       ____ 

1 + 9       ____ 

3 + 6       ____ 

6 + 7       ____ 

8 + 2       ____ 

9 + 6       ____ 

6 + 3       ____ 

6 + 5       ____ 

9 + 1       ____ 

6 + 8       ____ 

5 + 2       ____ 

8 + 9       ____ 

9 + 5       ____ 

7 + 9       ____ 

9 + 8       ____

Sum        Value 

8 + 8       ____ 

8 + 5       ____ 

2 + 6       ____ 

5 + 7       ____ 

7 + 8       ____ 

6 + 2       ____ 

8 + 4       ____ 

5 + 4       ____ 

5 + 3       ____ 

4 + 6       ____ 

7 + 6       ____ 

6 + 6       ____ 

3 + 9       ____ 

9 + 7       ____ 

7 + 4       ____ 

4 + 5       ____ 

8 + 3       ____ 

3 + 2       ____ 

4 + 2       ____ 

7 + 7       ____ 

7 + 5       ____ 

2 + 7       ____

Sum        Value 

2 + 8       ____ 

2 + 3       ____ 

8 + 7       ____ 

9 + 4       ____ 

2 + 5       ____ 

6 + 9       ____ 

5 + 8       ____ 

6 + 4       ____ 

2 + 9       ____ 

2 + 4       ____ 

3 + 4       ____ 

4 + 8       ____ 

4 + 7       ____ 

4 + 4       ____ 

8 + 6       ____ 

3 + 5       ____ 

5 + 6       ____ 

2 + 2       ____ 

4 + 9       ____ 

9 + 3       ____ 

3 + 3       ____ 

9 + 2       ___
 

Click here for  
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Write the number that makes each equation true. Use as much time as you need. 

Example:     + 6 = 9     ____ 
 

Day 1 

4 +  = 7 ____ 

 + 2 = 7 ____ 

11 - 9 =  ____ 

7 +  = 13 ____ 

 + 5 = 8 ____ 

12 - 3 =  ____ 

3 +  = 6 ____ 

15 - 9 =  ____ 

11 - 6 =  ____ 

7 -  = 0 ____ 

0 +  = 6 ____ 

11 - 2 =  ____ 

 - 3 = 4 ____ 

 + 8 = 16 ____ 

 - 1 = 5 ____ 

7 +  = 9 ____ 

5 - 2 =  ____ 

12 - 5 =  ____ 
9 +  = 10 ____ 

5 - 3 =  ____ 

16 -  = 7 ____ 

4 - 4 =  ____ 

Day 2 

6 - 4 =  ____ 

5 +  = 12 ____ 

17 - 9 =  ____ 

 - 5 = 4 ____ 

8 -  = 6 ____ 

18 - 9 =  ____ 

10 -  = 4 ____ 

 - 2 = 5 ____ 

12 - 9 =  ____ 

8 - 4 =  ____ 

3 +  = 10 ____ 

15 - 7 =  ____ 

11 - 5 =  ____ 

 + 0 = 3 ____ 

14 - 6 =  ____ 

10 -  = 5 ____ 

11 - 7 =  ____ 

 - 6 = 7 ____ 

16 - 7 =  ____ 

11 - 3 =  ____ 

12 - 8 =  ____ 

1 +  = 10 ____ 

Day 3 

11 - 8 =  ____ 

13 - 4 =  ____ 

 + 3 = 10 ____ 

9 -  = 1 ____ 

11 - 4 =  ____ 

 + 3 = 9 ____ 

 + 8 = 10 ____ 

15 - 6 =  ____ 

13 - 5 =  ____ 

 - 9 = 5 ____ 

12 - 6 =  ____ 

13 - 9 =  ____ 

 + 2 = 10 ____ 

 - 0 = 5 ____ 

14 - 7 =  ____ 

17 - 8 =  ____ 

14 - 8 =  ____ 

10 -  = 6 ____ 

12 - 4 =  ____ 

 + 9 = 14 ____ 

15 - 8 =  ____ 

13 - 8 =  ___ 

Click here for
student handout 2:8
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A tablespoon holds 15 ml of olive oil, which is 3 
times as much as a teaspoon holds. How many 
ml of olive oil does a teaspoon hold?
Equation model:  
Answer:  

In gym it was fitness day. Students ran laps 
around the gym.

How many laps did Catherine run?

(1)  Find the three missing lengths and 
write them on the diagram. Compare 
answers with a classmate.

(2)  What is the total area of the diagram?
(3)  Look for connections between the 

diagram and the division problem. 
What connections can you see?

Write the values of the products and quotients. 
Check the quotients by multiplying.

A cook in the school kitchen uses 6 oz of cheese 
to make a pizza. The kitchen has 45 lb of cheese. 
How many pizzas will that make?

(1)  A red rectangle has length L = 12 in and width 
W = 6 in. Use the formula A = L × W to find 
the area of the red rectangle. 

(2)  A blue rectangle has length 1 ft and width  
1
2  ft. Draw a picture to show that two copies 
of the blue rectangle make one square foot. 
Based on your picture, what is the area of the 
blue rectangle?

(3)  Do the red rectangle and the blue rectangle 
have equal areas? Tell how you decided.

540,909 + 87,808 − 5,864 + 2,556 = ?

Everyone in class measured the length of their 
pencil. Here are the measurements:

(1) How many pencils were measured?
(2)  How much longer was the longest pencil 

than the shortest pencil?
(3)  Could two of the pencils be laid end to end to 

make a total length of 1 foot?

(1)  Compare 5
9  to 4

7 . First do it by making equal 
denominators. Then do it by making equal 
numerators.

(2)  Ariana said, “ 300
400 looks greater than 3

4  . 
How can they be the same size?” Write or 
say an explanation that could help Ariana 
understand why 300

400 and 3
4  are the same size.

(3)  Which is closer to 1 on a number line, 4
5  or 

5
4  ? Tell how you decided. Draw a number 

line and show 4
5  and 5

4  accurately on the 
number line.

(1a−f)  Write the values of the 
products. Compare answers 
with a classmate.

(1g)  Which answer is twice as much  
as the answer for (e)?

(1h)  Which answer is six times as  
much as the answer for (a)?

(1i)  Which two answers are equal?

(2)    Zoe was reading her math book.  
She saw the equation 6 x (4 + 1

2 ) =  
24 + 3. She said, “I don’t get it—where 
did the 24 and the 3 come from?” Write 
an explanation that could answer Zoe’s 
question.

Grandpa took a jar of pennies 
to the bank. He said, “I’d like 
nickels for this, please.” The bank 
teller poured the pennies into a 
counting machine. “Eighty-seven 
dollars and forty-two cents,” said 
the teller. (1) How many nickels 
did Grandpa get? (2) Check your 
answer with an estimate.

Write the values of the expressions. Read each 
completed equation aloud.

L is a line, R is a ray, and T is a triangle.  
True or false:
(1)  Line L is a line  

of symmetry for  
triangle T.

(2) Line L intersects ray R.
(3)  Triangle T has two angles measuring less 

than 90 degrees.

Super Hauler Truck

The pickup truck can  
carry 1 3

5  tons. The super  
hauler truck can carry  
300 times as much. How  
many tons can the super  
hauler truck carry?

Pickup Truck

4 5 6 7 8

x x x x x x x x
x

x
x

x
x
x

x
x
x

x
x
x

x x x x
x

inches

700 square units 210 sq units7
units

49 square units

? units ? units
?

units

1 37
7  959
– 700

259
– 210

49
– 49 

0

Leslie

I ran 1 2
3  more laps than Catherine.

I ran 6 1
3  laps.

 40 × 20
 30 × 11
 12 × 60
 5 × 19
 480 ÷ 8

  4 × 1
7  = ___

       (a)
  6 × 4

7  = ___
       (b)
86 × 1

86 = ___
        (c)
   6 × 8

2  = ___
       (d)
  9 × 1

9  = ___ 
       (e)
  9 × 2

9  = ___
        (f)

Mentally With pencil and paper

6,132 
×        6

48 
×  39 7   8,722

3 fifths + 2 fifths = ___

 1
10   +  3

100  = ___ (fraction)

     = ___ (decimal) 

      6
25   +  6

25   = ___
1
8   +  5

8   −  3
8    = ___

L

T

R
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A tablespoon holds 15 ml of olive oil, which is 3 
times as much as a teaspoon holds. How many 
ml of olive oil does a teaspoon hold?
Equation model:  
Answer:  

In gym it was fitness day. Students ran laps 
around the gym.

How many laps did Catherine run?

(1)  Find the three missing lengths and 
write them on the diagram. Compare 
answers with a classmate.

(2)  What is the total area of the diagram?
(3)  Look for connections between the 

diagram and the division problem. 
What connections can you see?

Write the values of the products and quotients. 
Check the quotients by multiplying.

A cook in the school kitchen uses 6 oz of cheese 
to make a pizza. The kitchen has 45 lb of cheese. 
How many pizzas will that make?

(1)  A red rectangle has length L = 12 in and width 
W = 6 in. Use the formula A = L × W to find 
the area of the red rectangle. 

(2)  A blue rectangle has length 1 ft and width  
1
2  ft. Draw a picture to show that two copies 
of the blue rectangle make one square foot. 
Based on your picture, what is the area of the 
blue rectangle?

(3)  Do the red rectangle and the blue rectangle 
have equal areas? Tell how you decided.

540,909 + 87,808 − 5,864 + 2,556 = ?

Everyone in class measured the length of their 
pencil. Here are the measurements:

(1) How many pencils were measured?
(2)  How much longer was the longest pencil 

than the shortest pencil?
(3)  Could two of the pencils be laid end to end to 

make a total length of 1 foot?

(1)  Compare 5
9  to 4

7 . First do it by making equal 
denominators. Then do it by making equal 
numerators.

(2)  Ariana said, “ 300
400 looks greater than 3

4  . 
How can they be the same size?” Write or 
say an explanation that could help Ariana 
understand why 300

400 and 3
4  are the same size.

(3)  Which is closer to 1 on a number line, 4
5  or 

5
4  ? Tell how you decided. Draw a number 

line and show 4
5  and 5

4  accurately on the 
number line.

(1a−f)  Write the values of the 
products. Compare answers 
with a classmate.

(1g)  Which answer is twice as much  
as the answer for (e)?

(1h)  Which answer is six times as  
much as the answer for (a)?

(1i)  Which two answers are equal?

(2)    Zoe was reading her math book.  
She saw the equation 6 x (4 + 1

2 ) =  
24 + 3. She said, “I don’t get it—where 
did the 24 and the 3 come from?” Write 
an explanation that could answer Zoe’s 
question.

Grandpa took a jar of pennies 
to the bank. He said, “I’d like 
nickels for this, please.” The bank 
teller poured the pennies into a 
counting machine. “Eighty-seven 
dollars and forty-two cents,” said 
the teller. (1) How many nickels 
did Grandpa get? (2) Check your 
answer with an estimate.

Write the values of the expressions. Read each 
completed equation aloud.

L is a line, R is a ray, and T is a triangle.  
True or false:
(1)  Line L is a line  

of symmetry for  
triangle T.

(2) Line L intersects ray R.
(3)  Triangle T has two angles measuring less 

than 90 degrees.

Super Hauler Truck

The pickup truck can  
carry 1 3

5  tons. The super  
hauler truck can carry  
300 times as much. How  
many tons can the super  
hauler truck carry?

Pickup Truck

4 5 6 7 8

x x x x x x x x
x

x
x

x
x
x

x
x
x

x
x
x

x x x x
x

inches

700 square units 210 sq units7
units

49 square units

? units ? units
?

units

1 37
7  959
– 700

259
– 210

49
– 49 

0

Leslie

I ran 1 2
3  more laps than Catherine.

I ran 6 1
3  laps.

 40 × 20
 30 × 11
 12 × 60
 5 × 19
 480 ÷ 8

  4 × 1
7  = ___

       (a)
  6 × 4

7  = ___
       (b)
86 × 1

86 = ___
        (c)
   6 × 8

2  = ___
       (d)
  9 × 1

9  = ___ 
       (e)
  9 × 2

9  = ___
        (f)

Mentally With pencil and paper

6,132 
×        6

48 
×  39 7   8,722

3 fifths + 2 fifths = ___

 1
10   +  3

100  = ___ (fraction)

     = ___ (decimal) 

      6
25   +  6

25   = ___
1
8   +  5

8   −  3
8    = ___

L

T

R
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Task 3:7 Locating Numbers on a Number Line integrates concepts of unit 
fractions, whole numbers, and simple cases of fraction equivalence. 

In later grades, task 4:4 Comparing Fractions with Equivalence takes  
up the second fundamental fraction concept mentioned in “Central math 
concepts.” Task 4:5 Fraction Products and Properties extends third-
grade quantitative thinking about fractions into multiplication, while task 
4:7 Fraction Sums and Differences does something similar for addition, 
emphasizing the role of unit fractions.

In earlier grades, task 2:14 Correcting a Shape Answer involves structuring 
space by partitioning a rectangle and relating partitions to fractional 
parts (halves).

Additional notes on the design  
of the task
•	 Task 3:6 isn’t routine; the 

denominators in the fractions are 
much greater than those which 
students commonly study. Drawing 
fraction models for simpler cases 
can be useful while investigating 
the problem, although by design it is 
unlikely that a single drawing in itself 
could convincingly settle the question 
being asked.

•	 The intent of the task is for students 
to expand and deepen their 
understanding through investigation 
and contemplation. The task is not 
designed as an opportunity to simply 
apply a remembered mnemonic 
or procedure. A general realization 
about how the size of a unit fraction 
depends on the size of the numerator 
can emerge from the investigation 
and be celebrated as a discovery. 

Curriculum connection
1.	 In which unit of your curriculum would 

you expect to find tasks like 3:6? 
Locate 2-3 similar tasks in that unit. 
How are the tasks you found similar 
to each other, and to 3:6? In what 
specific ways do they differ from 3:6?

2.	Thinking about the curriculum unit 
you identified, at what point in the 
unit might a task like 3:6 help students 
converge toward grade-level thinking 
about the important mathematics 
in the task? What factors would you 
consider in choosing when to use 
such a task in the unit?*

†  �Fractions make division superfluous from an axiomatic 
point of view; one may notice that in the properties of 
operations that govern algebra, there are no properties 
that refer to division. Division thinking remains important 
for modeling and problem-solving, even for algebraic 
problems; the point of principle is that mathematically 
speaking, any quotient could be rewritten as a product, 
because of the existence of multiplicative inverses. (The 
unit fractions in particular are the multiplicative inverses 
of the nonzero whole numbers.)

*  �Math Milestones™ tasks are not designed for summative 
assessment. Used formatively, the tasks can reveal and 
promote student thinking.
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Solution Paths
•	 What solution paths might you expect to see? 

•	 What representations might you see? What 
correspondences between those representations 
might be noticed by students (or be worth 
pointing out to students) and discussed by 
them? 

•	 What misconceptions or partial understandings 
might be revealed as students work on the task? 
How could you respond to these positively and 
productively?

Language
•	 What might you expect to hear from students 

engaged with the task? What does that 
language reveal about their mathematical 
thinking, and how might you respond to different 
ways of thinking? 

•	 If students are using early English or using 
multiple languages in an integrated 
communication system, how might you help 
their classmates see those mathematical ideas 
as valuable?

•	 Even when using nascent language, students 
are thinking and communicating their thinking. 
What might it look like to respond positively and 
productively to the mathematics in their thinking 
before giving feedback on the language used?

Identity, Agency, and Belonging
•	 How can you engage students’ interests, 

experiences, or funds of knowledge? 

•	 How can you build students’ self-confidence as 
learners, thinkers, and doers of mathematics? 

•	 What choices are there for a student to make in 
the task? How can you build students’ agency 
to the point where they notice and make these 
choices to solve problems? 

•	 How might one use feedback to build student 
agency? Where might there be opportunities to 
build students’ self-confidence? 

23

On this page, you can write your  
thoughts on the following questions.

Anticipating and responding to student thinking about the task
Imagine how students might think about the task, and what you might see and hear while they work.

3:6 Unit Fraction Ideas
Teacher Notes
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