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A school needed 240 four-packs of juice boxes for 
a field trip. However, the school accidentally bought 
240 six-packs of juice boxes. How many extra juice 
boxes did the school buy?

On Saturday there was a walkathon.

How many miles did Leslie walk?
After a hurricane, the 12 residents of a  
nursing home didn’t have any clean  
water to drink. Their neighbors donated 
40 gallons of bottled water, which would 
provide ___ gallons for each resident.

In a snack shop there is a frozen yogurt machine. 
When there is 3 l of frozen yogurt in the machine, 
the machine is 1

3  full. How much frozen yogurt is in 
the machine when it is 1

4  full?

Brandon was reading his math book. He saw the 
equation 3

4  × (4 + 1
2 ) = 3 + 3

8  . He said, “I don’t get 
it—where did the 3 and the 3

8  come from?” Write an 
explanation that could answer Brandon’s question.

A neighborhood garden will have 6 
wooden planting boxes. Every box will 
have the same shape (see diagram). 
Soil can be bought by the truckload; 
a truckload is 54 ft3 of soil. How many 
truckloads of soil will fill all of the boxes?

(1) Circle T for true or F for false.
 (a)  9 thousandths + 5 hundredths  

> 3 hundredths + 2 tenths  T     F
 (b)  92 hundredths + 4 thousandths  

> 0.924  T     F
 (c) 0.456 < 0.5  T     F

(2) Write each number in the requested form.
 (a) 7 thousandths + 5 tenths = ____ (decimal)

 (b) 0.1 tenths = ____ (decimal)

 (c) 2
100  +  5

1000  = ____ (decimal)
       = ____ (fraction in lowest terms)

Write the requested values.

(1) Arya and Lily’s house 
is 1

5  mile from the store.  
(a) Arya ran 1

3  of the 
way from her house to 
the store. How far, in miles, did Arya run? (b) Lily ran 
2
3  of the way from her house to the store. How far, in 

miles, did Lily run? (2) It is 2
5  mile from Leon’s house 

to the store. (a) Leon ran 1
3  of the way from his 

house to the store. How far, in miles, did Leon run? 
(b) Compare how far Leon and Lily ran; what do you 
notice, and why is it true?

Shipwrecks are at locations A (2, 1 1
4  ) and B (4, 1 1

4 ).  
Shipwrecks are also at locations C (4, 3 1

2 ) and D 
(2, 3 1

2 ). (1) Mark C and D on the map and shade 
rectangle ABCD. (2) Some believe there is sunken 
treasure in the region you shaded. How large is that 
region in mi2?

A scalene triangle is a triangle in which the sides 
all have different lengths. Thinking about this, 
Alana decided there should also be a name for 
quadrilaterals in which the sides all have different 
lengths. She said, “I’ll name them after myself.” 
She defined an alana-gon to be a quadrilateral 
in which the four sides all have different lengths. 
(1) Draw an example of an alana-gon. (2) True 
or false: (a) All squares are alana-gons. (b) No 
trapezoids are alana-gons.

(1)  Solve:  1
3  = 0.1 + ?

(2)  Is there a number greater than 1
5  and less than 

1
4  ? If you think so, find such a number. If you 
think there is no such number, explain why.

(3)  Show one of the above problems and its solution 
on a number line.

Juliet said, “I’m thinking of a rectangle. Its area is 1 
square unit. Its perimeter is more than 1 million units.”
(1)  Is Juliet thinking of something possible or 

impossible? Use math to decide for sure.
(2)  Explain your reasoning to your classmates.  

Revise your explanation based on suggestions 
from your classmates.

Before it rained, the teacher went outside and 
placed identical baking pans on the ground. After 
it rained, the teacher brought the pans inside, and 
students measured how much water was collected 
in each pan.

If all the water collected were shared equally among 
the pans, how much water would be in each pan?

Catherine

I walked 1
3  mile farther than Leslie.

I walked 1 1
4  mile.

12
 in

108 in

48 in

Planting Box

4087 × 53 = ?
246 × 914 = ?
9744 ÷ 12 = ?
1461 ÷ 6 = ?
4 − (8 − 4) = ?

1
10 ÷ 10 = ?
7
8  × 5

3  = ?
8 × ? = 73
3 ÷ 1

8   = ?
1
2  + 1

3  − 1
5  = ?

1
3  ÷ (6 × 5) = ?

0.4 × 0.9 = ?
0.75 ÷ 0.01 = ?
0.63 ÷ 0.3 = ?
0.86 + 0.4 = ?
0.72 − 0.17 = ?
0.02 + 0.2 = ?
0.8 − 0.55 = ?
637 − 1.31 = ?
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5:4 Place Value to Thousandths	
Teacher Notes

Answer 
(1) (a) False. (b) False. (c) True.  
(2) (a) 0.507. (b) 0.01. (c) 0.025 = 1

40.
Click here for a student-facing version 
of the task.

Refer to the Standards
5.NBT.A; MP.1, MP.6, MP.7. Standards 
codes refer to www.corestandards.
org. One purpose of the codes is that 
they may allow a task to shed light 
on the Standards cited for that task. 
Conversely, reading the cited Standards 
may suggest opportunities to extend a 
task or draw out its implications. Finally, 
Standards codes may also assist with 
locating relevant sections in curriculum 
materials, including materials aligned 
to comparable standards.

Aspect(s) of rigor: 
Concepts

Additional notes on the design  
of the task
•	 Task 5:4 is designed to target 

conceptual understanding, even 
though it only asks for brief answers 
rather than extended writing or other 
language demands. Teachers can 
also question students about the 
thinking that led to their answers, 
individually or in a group setting (and 
students can question each other). 

Central math concepts

In the place value system, a digit in one place of a multi-digit number 
represents 10 times as much as it represents in the place to its right. 
Equivalently, a digit in one place of a multi-digit number represents 1

10 of 
what it represents in the place to its left. This description applies to both 
whole numbers and decimals. 

1 is the unit from which the other units are created; 1 corresponds to what 
you are counting: what counts as one...the unit…in any given context. So 
in a string of digits like 30485, it is essential to know which place is the 
ones place. In the Middle Ages, the ones place was often indicated by 
an overline. With this convention, 
30485 indicates the number 
304.85. The overline convention is 
mathematically interesting because 
it highlights the symmetry of the 
place value system about the ones 
place (see the diagram).

Because of their compatible relative sizes, base-ten units can be bundled 
or unbundled into other base-ten units. Bundling and unbundling are 
central ideas in developing algorithms for calculation in base-ten. As 
noted in the Progression document,† the compatibility of place value units 
also leads to multiple ways to refer to a decimal number, as when we refer 
to 0.15 as “15 hundredths” or equivalently as “1 tenth and 5 hundredths.”

A decimal calculation can be performed (or justified) by rewriting the 
problem in fraction notation, performing the fraction calculation, and 

writing the result as a decimal. For example, 0.4 × 0.9 = 4
10 × 9

10 = 4 × 9
10 × 10  = 36

100  
= 0.36. However, the enormous practical benefit of the decimal system is 
that because the system is identical at each place, algorithms developed 
for whole-number computations can be applied or easily adapted to 
handle calculations with decimals. 

Relevant prior knowledge

The following mathematics knowledge may be activated, extended, and 
deepened while students work on the task: reasoning about unit fractions, 
fraction equivalence, and products of unit fractions; and writing fractions 
as decimals and vice versa.

Extending the task

How might students drive the conversation further?

•	 Students could create their own versions of task 5:4 by keeping the 
digits the same but mixing up the place value units. For example, part 
(2) (a) could be mixed up to read “7 tenths + 5 thousandths =  .” 
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Symmetry of the Place Value System About the Ones Place

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://www.mathmilestones.org/handouts
http://www.corestandards.org
http://www.corestandards.org
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decimal_separator
http://commoncoretools.me/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/ccss_progression_nbp_k5_2015_03_16.pdf
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Students could trade their problems with a partner and check each 
other’s answers.

•	 Students might know about countries where decimal separators other 
than the period are used. Students could show how numbers are written 
in other systems they are familiar with.

•	 Students could show what 7 tenths + 5 hundredths looks like on the 
number line.

Related Math Milestones tasks
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A school needed 240 four-packs of juice boxes for 
a field trip. However, the school accidentally bought 
240 six-packs of juice boxes. How many extra juice 
boxes did the school buy?

On Saturday there was a walkathon.

How many miles did Leslie walk?
After a hurricane, the 12 residents of a  
nursing home didn’t have any clean  
water to drink. Their neighbors donated 
40 gallons of bottled water, which would 
provide ___ gallons for each resident.

In a snack shop there is a frozen yogurt machine. 
When there is 3 l of frozen yogurt in the machine, 
the machine is 1

3  full. How much frozen yogurt is in 
the machine when it is 1

4  full?

Brandon was reading his math book. He saw the 
equation 3

4  × (4 + 1
2 ) = 3 + 3

8  . He said, “I don’t get 
it—where did the 3 and the 3

8  come from?” Write an 
explanation that could answer Brandon’s question.

A neighborhood garden will have 6 
wooden planting boxes. Every box will 
have the same shape (see diagram). 
Soil can be bought by the truckload; 
a truckload is 54 ft3 of soil. How many 
truckloads of soil will fill all of the boxes?

(1) Circle T for true or F for false.
 (a)  9 thousandths + 5 hundredths  

> 3 hundredths + 2 tenths  T     F
 (b)  92 hundredths + 4 thousandths  

> 0.924  T     F
 (c) 0.456 < 0.5  T     F

(2) Write each number in the requested form.
 (a) 7 thousandths + 5 tenths = ____ (decimal)

 (b) 0.1 tenths = ____ (decimal)

 (c) 2
100  +  5

1000  = ____ (decimal)
       = ____ (fraction in lowest terms)

Write the requested values.

(1) Arya and Lily’s house 
is 1

5  mile from the store.  
(a) Arya ran 1

3  of the 
way from her house to 
the store. How far, in miles, did Arya run? (b) Lily ran 
2
3  of the way from her house to the store. How far, in 

miles, did Lily run? (2) It is 2
5  mile from Leon’s house 

to the store. (a) Leon ran 1
3  of the way from his 

house to the store. How far, in miles, did Leon run? 
(b) Compare how far Leon and Lily ran; what do you 
notice, and why is it true?

Shipwrecks are at locations A (2, 1 1
4  ) and B (4, 1 1

4 ).  
Shipwrecks are also at locations C (4, 3 1

2 ) and D 
(2, 3 1

2 ). (1) Mark C and D on the map and shade 
rectangle ABCD. (2) Some believe there is sunken 
treasure in the region you shaded. How large is that 
region in mi2?

A scalene triangle is a triangle in which the sides 
all have different lengths. Thinking about this, 
Alana decided there should also be a name for 
quadrilaterals in which the sides all have different 
lengths. She said, “I’ll name them after myself.” 
She defined an alana-gon to be a quadrilateral 
in which the four sides all have different lengths. 
(1) Draw an example of an alana-gon. (2) True 
or false: (a) All squares are alana-gons. (b) No 
trapezoids are alana-gons.

(1)  Solve:  1
3  = 0.1 + ?

(2)  Is there a number greater than 1
5  and less than 

1
4  ? If you think so, find such a number. If you 
think there is no such number, explain why.

(3)  Show one of the above problems and its solution 
on a number line.

Juliet said, “I’m thinking of a rectangle. Its area is 1 
square unit. Its perimeter is more than 1 million units.”
(1)  Is Juliet thinking of something possible or 

impossible? Use math to decide for sure.
(2)  Explain your reasoning to your classmates.  

Revise your explanation based on suggestions 
from your classmates.

Before it rained, the teacher went outside and 
placed identical baking pans on the ground. After 
it rained, the teacher brought the pans inside, and 
students measured how much water was collected 
in each pan.

If all the water collected were shared equally among 
the pans, how much water would be in each pan?

Catherine

I walked 1
3  mile farther than Leslie.

I walked 1 1
4  mile.

12
 in

108 in

48 in

Planting Box

4087 × 53 = ?
246 × 914 = ?
9744 ÷ 12 = ?
1461 ÷ 6 = ?
4 − (8 − 4) = ?

1
10 ÷ 10 = ?
7
8  × 5

3  = ?
8 × ? = 73
3 ÷ 1

8   = ?
1
2  + 1

3  − 1
5  = ?

1
3  ÷ (6 × 5) = ?

0.4 × 0.9 = ?
0.75 ÷ 0.01 = ?
0.63 ÷ 0.3 = ?
0.86 + 0.4 = ?
0.72 − 0.17 = ?
0.02 + 0.2 = ?
0.8 − 0.55 = ?
637 − 1.31 = ?
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Avi made a paper chain. Then Avi 
added 29 more links to the paper 
chain. Now there are 52 links  
in the paper chain. How many links 
were in the paper chain before?

A grass snake is 28 inches long. A rat 
snake is 74 inches long. How much longer 
is the rat snake?
Draw a diagram to illustrate your solution.
Label the diagram with numbers.

(1) True or false?

(a) 2 hundreds + 3 ones > 5 tens + 9 ones

(b) 9 tens + 2 hundreds + 4 ones < 924

(c) 456 < 5 hundreds

(2)  Write the number that makes each 
statement true.

(a) 7 ones + 5 hundreds = 

(b) 14 tens = 

(c) 90 + 300 + 4 = 

At recess there was a jump-rope contest.

How many times did Catherine jump?

Equation model:  
Answer: Catherine jumped  times.

Write the 
sums and 
differences.

Marlon and Malia went apple-picking.

How many apples did Malia pick? 

Equation model:  
Answer: Malia picked  apples.

Zariah got one answer wrong.  
(1) Which answer did Zariah get wrong? 
(2) Correct Zariah’s wrong answer.

(a)  Show how the  
rectangle can  
be divided into  
15 squares.

(b)  halves make one whole.

(c)  Draw a triangle. All three  
sides of your triangle must  
have different lengths.

Faith went to the park. The picture graph 
shows all of the animals Faith saw.

Faith said, “I saw fewer butterflies than birds.” 
How many fewer butterflies did Faith see?

Write the value of each sum. 
Use as much time as you 
need. If you “just knew it,” 
then draw a check mark,  
like this: 2 + 2  

A rope is 32 feet long. The rope is cut  
into two pieces. One piece is 3 feet long. 
How long is the other piece?
Equation model:  
Answer:  feet

(1)  Write the number that makes the 
statement true.
6 hundreds + 3 tens + 4 ones  
= 5 hundreds +  tens + 4 ones.

(2)  How do you know your statement is 
true?

(3)  Look for connections between 
your statement and this 
subtraction problem. What 
connections can you see? 

Write the number that makes 
each equation true. Use  
as much time as you need.

A farmer said, “Last night some 
deer came and ate 16 of my 
cabbages. Now I only have 38 
cabbages.” How many cabbages 
were there before the deer came?

Equation model:  
Answer: There were  cabbages.

Check the subtraction by adding.
946 — 678 = 268

36
+ 45

72
— 1 7

64
+ 27

82
— 55

Leslie

I won because I jumped 25 more 
times than Catherine.

I jumped 81 times.

Marlon Malia

I picked 
12 apples.

You picked 13 
fewer apples 
than I did.
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Write the value of each sum. Use as much time as you need. If you “just knew it,” then 
draw a check mark, like this:    2 + 2   ____         

 
Sum        Value 

5 + 5       ____ 

3 + 8       ____ 

9 + 9       ____ 

7 + 2       ____ 

4 + 3       ____ 

5 + 9       ____ 

3 + 7       ____ 

7 + 3       ____ 

1 + 9       ____ 

3 + 6       ____ 

6 + 7       ____ 

8 + 2       ____ 

9 + 6       ____ 

6 + 3       ____ 

6 + 5       ____ 

9 + 1       ____ 

6 + 8       ____ 

5 + 2       ____ 

8 + 9       ____ 

9 + 5       ____ 

7 + 9       ____ 

9 + 8       ____

Sum        Value 

8 + 8       ____ 

8 + 5       ____ 

2 + 6       ____ 

5 + 7       ____ 

7 + 8       ____ 

6 + 2       ____ 

8 + 4       ____ 

5 + 4       ____ 

5 + 3       ____ 

4 + 6       ____ 

7 + 6       ____ 

6 + 6       ____ 

3 + 9       ____ 

9 + 7       ____ 

7 + 4       ____ 

4 + 5       ____ 

8 + 3       ____ 

3 + 2       ____ 

4 + 2       ____ 

7 + 7       ____ 

7 + 5       ____ 

2 + 7       ____

Sum        Value 

2 + 8       ____ 

2 + 3       ____ 

8 + 7       ____ 

9 + 4       ____ 

2 + 5       ____ 

6 + 9       ____ 

5 + 8       ____ 

6 + 4       ____ 

2 + 9       ____ 

2 + 4       ____ 

3 + 4       ____ 

4 + 8       ____ 

4 + 7       ____ 

4 + 4       ____ 

8 + 6       ____ 

3 + 5       ____ 

5 + 6       ____ 

2 + 2       ____ 

4 + 9       ____ 

9 + 3       ____ 

3 + 3       ____ 

9 + 2       ___
 

Click here for  
student handout 2:5
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Write the number that makes each equation true. Use as much time as you need. 

Example:     + 6 = 9     ____ 
 

Day 1 

4 +  = 7 ____ 

 + 2 = 7 ____ 

11 - 9 =  ____ 

7 +  = 13 ____ 

 + 5 = 8 ____ 

12 - 3 =  ____ 

3 +  = 6 ____ 

15 - 9 =  ____ 

11 - 6 =  ____ 

7 -  = 0 ____ 

0 +  = 6 ____ 

11 - 2 =  ____ 

 - 3 = 4 ____ 

 + 8 = 16 ____ 

 - 1 = 5 ____ 

7 +  = 9 ____ 

5 - 2 =  ____ 

12 - 5 =  ____ 
9 +  = 10 ____ 

5 - 3 =  ____ 

16 -  = 7 ____ 

4 - 4 =  ____ 

Day 2 

6 - 4 =  ____ 

5 +  = 12 ____ 

17 - 9 =  ____ 

 - 5 = 4 ____ 

8 -  = 6 ____ 

18 - 9 =  ____ 

10 -  = 4 ____ 

 - 2 = 5 ____ 

12 - 9 =  ____ 

8 - 4 =  ____ 

3 +  = 10 ____ 

15 - 7 =  ____ 

11 - 5 =  ____ 

 + 0 = 3 ____ 

14 - 6 =  ____ 

10 -  = 5 ____ 

11 - 7 =  ____ 

 - 6 = 7 ____ 

16 - 7 =  ____ 

11 - 3 =  ____ 

12 - 8 =  ____ 

1 +  = 10 ____ 

Day 3 

11 - 8 =  ____ 

13 - 4 =  ____ 

 + 3 = 10 ____ 

9 -  = 1 ____ 

11 - 4 =  ____ 

 + 3 = 9 ____ 

 + 8 = 10 ____ 

15 - 6 =  ____ 

13 - 5 =  ____ 

 - 9 = 5 ____ 

12 - 6 =  ____ 

13 - 9 =  ____ 

 + 2 = 10 ____ 

 - 0 = 5 ____ 

14 - 7 =  ____ 

17 - 8 =  ____ 

14 - 8 =  ____ 

10 -  = 6 ____ 

12 - 4 =  ____ 

 + 9 = 14 ____ 

15 - 8 =  ____ 

13 - 8 =  ___ 

Click here for
student handout 2:8
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2
3  of a charging cord is 1

2  meter long. How long 
is the charging cord? (Answer in meters.) 

How much of a 3
4 -ton truckload is 2

3  ton of 
gravel?

(1) Would you prefer 33% of a $100 prize or 75% 
of a $50 prize? (2) 8 is 25% of what number? (3) 
14 is what percent of 200? (4) Write 6.25% as a 
decimal, then as a fraction in lowest terms. (5) 
Find the total cost of a $16 item after a sales tax 
of 6.25% is added. (6) A 3% tax on a $100 item 
adds ___ dollars to the cost. A 3% tax on a $1 
item adds ___ dollars to the cost.

In the month of February 2021, there were 20 
weekdays and 8 weekend days. Here are some 
questions about that month. (1) (Circle all of 
the correct answers.) The ratio of weekdays to 
weekend days was 20:8  10:4  5:2  5:7. (2) There 
were ___ times as many weekdays as weekend 
days. (3) True or false: 5

7  of the days that month 
were weekdays. (4) Approximately what percent 
of the days that month were weekdays?

The diagram 
shows a 
rectangle. 
The variables 
a, b, c, and d 
are lengths 
in meters. 
(1) Using the 
variables, write three different expressions 
for the area of the rectangle. (2) Choose two 
of your expressions and show that they are 
equivalent by applying properties of operations. 
(3) State the property or properties you used.

Pencils down Think about the equation  
241p = 3

4 . Is there a whole number that solves it?  
Is there a non-whole number that solves it?  
Convince a classmate that your answers are right.

Pencil and paper (1) 81.53 ÷ 3.1 = ?  
(2) 7

8  ÷ 2
3  = ? (3) Check both of your answers  

by multiplying.

The table shows 
temperatures at the South 
Pole before and after 
midnight on October 
10–11, 2019. 

My car drives 570 mi with 15 gal of gas.  
(1) Mental math/Pencil and paper (a) If I drive 
57 mi, I’ll use ___ gal. (b) If I drive 5,700 mi, I’ll 
use ___ gal. (c) If I have 5 gal left, I can drive 
___ more mi. (d) I can drive ___ mi with 30 
gal. (2) Calculator Calculate both unit rates for 
the proportional relationship. (3) (a) If I drive 
532 mi, I’ll use ___ gal. (b) If I have 11 gal left, I 
can drive ___ more mi. (4) Make a two-column 
table using your answers to (1a), (1c), (1d), 
(3a), and (3b). Then use graph paper to plot the 
values in the table. Label the axes of your plot.

(1) Which of the numbers 5, −7, 2
3  , − 1

2  is  
farthest from 0 on a number line? Which is 
closest to 0? (2) True or False: 1

2  > −8.  
(3) Explain why −(−0.2) = 0.2 makes sense.

A farmer uses a tractor to plant corn quickly 
in the springtime. The farmer plants 216 acres 
every 12 hours. Create a formula for the number 

of acres the farmer 
plants in n hours.

(1) Look up the 50 top songs on a music 
streaming service. Type each song’s duration 
into a spreadsheet. (2) Write a sentence about 
the data giving a measure of center and a 
measure of variability. (3) Make a histogram 
of the data.* (4) Write a sentence describing 
the overall pattern of the distribution and any 
striking deviations from the overall pattern. (5) 
Imagine that one year from now, you go back 
online and repeat (1)–(4). In what ways would 
you expect the data distribution to look similar? 
What differences would you expect to see? 

*Use this histogram for (4) and (5) if you don’t do (3).

Pencils down If r = 1.748, what is the value of 
0.96r + 0.04r − r ?

(1) What is the area of the triangle in the 
coordinate plane with vertices (1, 2), (−5, 2), 
and (−8, 9)? (2) How does the area change if we 
change the third vertex to (−3, 9)?

Time

Hours  
after 

Midnight
Temp  

˚F

8:00 pm  –4 –42
9:00 pm  –3 –42
10:00 pm –2 –41
11:00 pm  –1 –40
Midnight 0 –39
1:00 am 1 –39
2:00 am 2 –38

ba

d

c

Plot the data on 
graph paper and 
label the plot. 
Describe any 
patterns you see.
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A tablespoon holds 15 ml of olive oil, which is 3 
times as much as a teaspoon holds. How many 
ml of olive oil does a teaspoon hold?
Equation model:  
Answer:  

In gym it was fitness day. Students ran laps 
around the gym.

How many laps did Catherine run?

(1)  Find the three missing lengths and 
write them on the diagram. Compare 
answers with a classmate.

(2)  What is the total area of the diagram?
(3)  Look for connections between the 

diagram and the division problem. 
What connections can you see?

Write the values of the products and quotients. 
Check the quotients by multiplying.

A cook in the school kitchen uses 6 oz of cheese 
to make a pizza. The kitchen has 45 lb of cheese. 
How many pizzas will that make?

(1)  A red rectangle has length L = 12 in and width 
W = 6 in. Use the formula A = L × W to find 
the area of the red rectangle. 

(2)  A blue rectangle has length 1 ft and width  
1
2  ft. Draw a picture to show that two copies 
of the blue rectangle make one square foot. 
Based on your picture, what is the area of the 
blue rectangle?

(3)  Do the red rectangle and the blue rectangle 
have equal areas? Tell how you decided.

540,909 + 87,808 − 5,864 + 2,556 = ?

Everyone in class measured the length of their 
pencil. Here are the measurements:

(1) How many pencils were measured?
(2)  How much longer was the longest pencil 

than the shortest pencil?
(3)  Could two of the pencils be laid end to end to 

make a total length of 1 foot?

(1)  Compare 5
9  to 4

7 . First do it by making equal 
denominators. Then do it by making equal 
numerators.

(2)  Ariana said, “ 300
400 looks greater than 3

4  . 
How can they be the same size?” Write or 
say an explanation that could help Ariana 
understand why 300

400 and 3
4  are the same size.

(3)  Which is closer to 1 on a number line, 4
5  or 

5
4  ? Tell how you decided. Draw a number 

line and show 4
5  and 5

4  accurately on the 
number line.

(1a−f)  Write the values of the 
products. Compare answers 
with a classmate.

(1g)  Which answer is twice as much  
as the answer for (e)?

(1h)  Which answer is six times as  
much as the answer for (a)?

(1i)  Which two answers are equal?

(2)    Zoe was reading her math book.  
She saw the equation 6 x (4 + 1

2 ) =  
24 + 3. She said, “I don’t get it—where 
did the 24 and the 3 come from?” Write 
an explanation that could answer Zoe’s 
question.

Grandpa took a jar of pennies 
to the bank. He said, “I’d like 
nickels for this, please.” The bank 
teller poured the pennies into a 
counting machine. “Eighty-seven 
dollars and forty-two cents,” said 
the teller. (1) How many nickels 
did Grandpa get? (2) Check your 
answer with an estimate.

Write the values of the expressions. Read each 
completed equation aloud.

L is a line, R is a ray, and T is a triangle.  
True or false:
(1)  Line L is a line  

of symmetry for  
triangle T.

(2) Line L intersects ray R.
(3)  Triangle T has two angles measuring less 

than 90 degrees.

Super Hauler Truck

The pickup truck can  
carry 1 3

5  tons. The super  
hauler truck can carry  
300 times as much. How  
many tons can the super  
hauler truck carry?

Pickup Truck

4 5 6 7 8

x x x x x x x x
x

x
x

x
x
x

x
x
x

x
x
x

x x x x
x

inches

700 square units 210 sq units7
units

49 square units

? units ? units
?

units

1 37
7  959
– 700

259
– 210

49
– 49 

0

Leslie

I ran 1 2
3  more laps than Catherine.

I ran 6 1
3  laps.

 40 × 20
 30 × 11
 12 × 60
 5 × 19
 480 ÷ 8

  4 × 1
7  = ___

       (a)
  6 × 4

7  = ___
       (b)
86 × 1

86 = ___
        (c)
   6 × 8

2  = ___
       (d)
  9 × 1

9  = ___ 
       (e)
  9 × 2

9  = ___
        (f)

Mentally With pencil and paper

6,132 
×        6

48 
×  39 7   8,722

3 fifths + 2 fifths = ___

 1
10   +  3

100  = ___ (fraction)

     = ___ (decimal) 

      6
25   +  6

25   = ___
1
8   +  5

8   −  3
8    = ___

L

T

R
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A school needed 240 four-packs of juice boxes for 
a field trip. However, the school accidentally bought 
240 six-packs of juice boxes. How many extra juice 
boxes did the school buy?

On Saturday there was a walkathon.

How many miles did Leslie walk?
After a hurricane, the 12 residents of a  
nursing home didn’t have any clean  
water to drink. Their neighbors donated 
40 gallons of bottled water, which would 
provide ___ gallons for each resident.

In a snack shop there is a frozen yogurt machine. 
When there is 3 l of frozen yogurt in the machine, 
the machine is 1

3  full. How much frozen yogurt is in 
the machine when it is 1

4  full?

Brandon was reading his math book. He saw the 
equation 3

4  × (4 + 1
2 ) = 3 + 3

8  . He said, “I don’t get 
it—where did the 3 and the 3

8  come from?” Write an 
explanation that could answer Brandon’s question.

A neighborhood garden will have 6 
wooden planting boxes. Every box will 
have the same shape (see diagram). 
Soil can be bought by the truckload; 
a truckload is 54 ft3 of soil. How many 
truckloads of soil will fill all of the boxes?

(1) Circle T for true or F for false.
 (a)  9 thousandths + 5 hundredths  

> 3 hundredths + 2 tenths  T     F
 (b)  92 hundredths + 4 thousandths  

> 0.924  T     F
 (c) 0.456 < 0.5  T     F

(2) Write each number in the requested form.
 (a) 7 thousandths + 5 tenths = ____ (decimal)

 (b) 0.1 tenths = ____ (decimal)

 (c) 2
100  +  5

1000  = ____ (decimal)
       = ____ (fraction in lowest terms)

Write the requested values.

(1) Arya and Lily’s house 
is 1

5  mile from the store.  
(a) Arya ran 1

3  of the 
way from her house to 
the store. How far, in miles, did Arya run? (b) Lily ran 
2
3  of the way from her house to the store. How far, in 

miles, did Lily run? (2) It is 2
5  mile from Leon’s house 

to the store. (a) Leon ran 1
3  of the way from his 

house to the store. How far, in miles, did Leon run? 
(b) Compare how far Leon and Lily ran; what do you 
notice, and why is it true?

Shipwrecks are at locations A (2, 1 1
4  ) and B (4, 1 1

4 ).  
Shipwrecks are also at locations C (4, 3 1

2 ) and D 
(2, 3 1

2 ). (1) Mark C and D on the map and shade 
rectangle ABCD. (2) Some believe there is sunken 
treasure in the region you shaded. How large is that 
region in mi2?

A scalene triangle is a triangle in which the sides 
all have different lengths. Thinking about this, 
Alana decided there should also be a name for 
quadrilaterals in which the sides all have different 
lengths. She said, “I’ll name them after myself.” 
She defined an alana-gon to be a quadrilateral 
in which the four sides all have different lengths. 
(1) Draw an example of an alana-gon. (2) True 
or false: (a) All squares are alana-gons. (b) No 
trapezoids are alana-gons.

(1)  Solve:  1
3  = 0.1 + ?

(2)  Is there a number greater than 1
5  and less than 

1
4  ? If you think so, find such a number. If you 
think there is no such number, explain why.

(3)  Show one of the above problems and its solution 
on a number line.

Juliet said, “I’m thinking of a rectangle. Its area is 1 
square unit. Its perimeter is more than 1 million units.”
(1)  Is Juliet thinking of something possible or 

impossible? Use math to decide for sure.
(2)  Explain your reasoning to your classmates.  

Revise your explanation based on suggestions 
from your classmates.

Before it rained, the teacher went outside and 
placed identical baking pans on the ground. After 
it rained, the teacher brought the pans inside, and 
students measured how much water was collected 
in each pan.

If all the water collected were shared equally among 
the pans, how much water would be in each pan?

Catherine

I walked 1
3  mile farther than Leslie.

I walked 1 1
4  mile.

12
 in

108 in

48 in

Planting Box

4087 × 53 = ?
246 × 914 = ?
9744 ÷ 12 = ?
1461 ÷ 6 = ?
4 − (8 − 4) = ?

1
10 ÷ 10 = ?
7
8  × 5

3  = ?
8 × ? = 73
3 ÷ 1

8   = ?
1
2  + 1

3  − 1
5  = ?

1
3  ÷ (6 × 5) = ?

0.4 × 0.9 = ?
0.75 ÷ 0.01 = ?
0.63 ÷ 0.3 = ?
0.86 + 0.4 = ?
0.72 − 0.17 = ?
0.02 + 0.2 = ?
0.8 − 0.55 = ?
637 − 1.31 = ?

store

Leon’s
house

Arya &
Lily’s

 house

0 1 2

x
x

xx
x

x
Water Collected 

(liters)

Lighthouse

A B

10 2 3 4

1

0

2

3

4

Miles
East of 
Lighthouse

Miles North of Lighthouse

The map
shows an 
ocean near 
a coastline. 
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Task 5:5 Calculating involves several procedural problems that rest 
on understanding of decimal place value. Task 5:10 Number System, 
Number Line aims at synthesis of fractions and decimals into a unified 
conception of number supported by the number line.

In later grades, task 6:14 Dividing Decimals and Fractions marks the 
culmination of decimal procedures with a decimal division calculation.

In earlier grades, task 4:7 Fraction Sums and Differences involves unit 
thinking about fractions including fractions with denominators of 10 and 
100. Task 2:2 Place Value to Hundreds is an analogue of task 5:4 that 
involves base ten units of hundreds, tens, and ones.

Additional notes on the design  
of the task (continued)
•	 Place value units of tenths, 

hundredths, and thousandths appear 
in several different orders so that 
relating the named quantities to 
base-ten numerals in positional 
notation is part of the task. 

Curriculum connection
1.	 In which unit of your curriculum would 

you expect to find tasks like 5:4? 
Locate 2-3 similar tasks in that unit. 
How are the tasks you found similar 
to each other, and to 5:4? In what 
specific ways do they differ from 5:4?

2.	Thinking about the curriculum unit 
you identified, at what point in the unit 
might a task like 5:4 help students 
converge toward grade-level thinking 
about the important mathematics 
in the task? What factors would you 
consider in choosing when to use 
such a task in the unit?*

†  �Common Core Standards Writing Team. (2015, March 6).  
Progressions for the Common Core State Standards in 
Mathematics (draft). Grades K–5, Number and Operations 
in Base Ten. Tucson, AZ: Institute for Mathematics and 
Education, University of Arizona. 

*  �Math Milestones™ tasks are not designed for summative 
assessment. Used formatively, the tasks can reveal and 
promote student thinking.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Solution Paths
•	 What solution paths might you expect to see? 

•	 What representations might you see? What 
correspondences between those representations 
might be noticed by students (or be worth 
pointing out to students) and discussed by 
them? 

•	 What misconceptions or partial understandings 
might be revealed as students work on the task? 
How could you respond to these positively and 
productively?

Language
•	 What might you expect to hear from students 

engaged with the task? What does that 
language reveal about their mathematical 
thinking, and how might you respond to different 
ways of thinking? 

•	 If students are using early English or using 
multiple languages in an integrated 
communication system, how might you help 
their classmates see those mathematical ideas 
as valuable?

•	 Even when using nascent language, students 
are thinking and communicating their thinking. 
What might it look like to respond positively and 
productively to the mathematics in their thinking 
before giving feedback on the language used?

Identity, Agency, and Belonging
•	 How can you engage students’ interests, 

experiences, or funds of knowledge? 

•	 How can you build students’ self-confidence as 
learners, thinkers, and doers of mathematics? 

•	 What choices are there for a student to make in 
the task? How can you build students’ agency 
to the point where they notice and make these 
choices to solve problems? 

•	 How might one use feedback to build student 
agency? Where might there be opportunities to 
build students’ self-confidence? 

14

On this page, you can write your  
thoughts on the following questions.

Anticipating and responding to student thinking about the task
Imagine how students might think about the task, and what you might see and hear while they work.
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