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Xavier’s assignment for science class was to write 
notes to summarize a chapter in his textbook. At 
4:45 p.m., he had 12 pages left to summarize. At 
6:00 p.m., he had 7 pages left. Assuming a linear 
model, about how many more hours will it take 
him to finish summarizing?

A pottery factory has two machines: a fast 
machine and a slow machine. The fast machine 
paints a pot in 3 min. The slow machine paints 
a pot in 10 min. Right now there’s a pile of 
50 unpainted pots waiting to go into the slow 
machine, and a pile of 28 unpainted pots waiting 
to go into the fast machine. (1) If you start the 
machines at the same time, which machine will 
finish its pile first? (2) How many min later will 
the other machine finish its pile? (3) Imagine 
instead that before starting the machines, 
you move some unpainted pots from the slow 
machine’s pile to the fast machine’s pile. How 
many pots would you move so that the two 
machines finish painting at the same time?

Points A, B, and C lie on a 
straight line in the coordinate 
plane. By two methods, find the 
missing vertical coordinate.

Study a proof of the Angle-Angle criterion for 
triangle similarity. Explain one step of the proof 
in your own words. 

On this blueprint for building a bike, part of the 
bike is shaped like a right triangle. The longest 

side length is 
illegible because 
water spilled on 
the blueprint. 
Calculate that 
side length.

(1) Decide whether each system has exactly 
one solution, infinitely many solutions, or 
no solutions. (2) For one system, justify your 
decision to your classmates in two ways: (a) 
drawing graphs of solutions; (b) algebraically.

Using physical models, transparencies, or 
geometry software, illustrate the fact that rotations 
take angles to angles of the same measure.

Write as a fraction in lowest terms: (1) 1.0416.
(2) 32 · 3−5.

A researcher asked people 
doing exercise to rate their 
effort level. The researcher 
also measured people’s 
heart rates. Data were 
taken on two different 
days. (1) Use technology 
to plot the data from both 
days. (View heart rates 
in a window from 145 to 
175.) Describe the main 
patterns you see. (2) 
On one of the days, the 
exercise room was warm, 
and on the other day, the 
room was cool. Which 
day do you think was the 
warm day? Tell how you 
decided, and support your 
answer with calculations.

City-to-City Distances & Airline Flight Times
City-to-city distance (mi) Flight time (hr)
200 1.0
300 1.2
400 1.4
500 1.6

(1) How does flight time between cities depend 
on city-to-city distance? Answer by creating a 
function equation that models the data in the 
table. (2) Use your function to answer: (a) What 
is the time of flight if two cities are 1,000 mi 
apart? (b) What is the city-to-city distance if the 
flight took 2 hr? (3) Use your function and a 
spreadsheet to extend the table.

Design a fish tank that fits into the 
corner of a room. Use a quarter of a 
cylinder as a model for the tank. To 
share your design, make a diagram 
showing the tank measurements. Also, 
calculate the weight of the water when your tank 
is filled (1 m3 of water weighs about 1,000 kg). 
Write your calculation steps so that a classmate 
could understand how you did it.

A chef is cooking soup in a  
pot. If the chef keeps the soup  
gently boiling and doesn’t 
cover the pot, water in the 
soup will evaporate. As water 
evaporates away, the soup will get thicker and 
tastier. Let’s use a function equation to model 
the evaporation process: D = 12 – 0.1t. Variable 
D is the depth of the soup in the pot, in units of 
cm, and variable t is the amount of time the soup 
has been boiling, in units of min. (1) Graph the 
function. (2a) What is the value of the function 
for t = 0? (2b) What does your value in (2a) refer 
to in the situation? (2c) How is the situation at 
t = 0 represented on the graph? (3) What is the 
value of the slope of the graph, and what is the 
meaning of that value in the situation? (4) The 
soup is ready to eat when its depth is 2

3  of the 
initial depth. At what time is the soup ready to 
eat? (5) Is the model useful for knowing what 
the depth of the soup would be at time t = 150 
min? Why or why not?Heart Rate & Effort in 

Exercise
Day 1 Day 2

HR, Effort HR, Effort
150.9, 1.3 148.6, 1.6
155.2, 1.5 152.7, 1.9
158.5, 1.8 153.9, 2.3
159.4, 2.1 155.4, 2.9
161.2, 2.1 156.6, 2.9
162.2, 2.3 157.9, 3.1
163.5, 2.4 158.9, 3.6
163.5, 2.7 159.7, 3.7
164.8, 2.7 160.6, 4.1
166.3, 2.9 161.3, 4.2
167.2, 3.0 162.3, 4.3
167.2, 3.3 162.4, 4.6
168.1, 3.4 163.4, 4.7
169.2, 3.4 164.2, 4.8
169.2, 3.5 164.8, 4.7
170.3, 3.5 165.0, 5.0
170.8, 3.6 165.4, 5.1
170.4, 3.7 167.0, 5.2
171.9, 3.7 166.5, 5.3
172.3, 3.9 166.7, 5.4
Click here to get the data 
online. Each person’s heart rate 
(beats per min.) and effort (1–6 
scale) were recorded every 3 
min. A group average was then 
calculated, creating one data 
point such as (150.9, 1.3).

30”

16”

A(5.0, 5.0)

C(6.0, 7.0)

B(5.2,  ? )

� � � � � �
y = 2

3 x + 1

y = 2
3 x + 2

d = 100 − 4t

d = 3.5 + t

 1
8 Q + 3

8 R = −1 
Q + 3R = −8

18

8:6 Rational Form
Teacher Notes

Answer 

(1) 25
24 . (2) 1

27 . 

Click here for a student-facing version 
of the task.

Refer to the Standards
8.NS.A.1, 8.EE.A.1; MP.6, MP.7. Standards 
codes refer to www.corestandards.
org. One purpose of the codes is that 
they may allow a task to shed light 
on the Standards cited for that task. 
Conversely, reading the cited Standards 
may suggest opportunities to extend a 
task or draw out its implications. Finally, 
Standards codes may also assist with 
locating relevant sections in curriculum 
materials, including materials aligned 
to comparable standards.

Aspect(s) of rigor: 
Concepts 

Additional notes on the design  
of the task
• There are many ways to approach 

part (a) of the task. Students could 
experiment with a calculator to 

decide that 1000 × 0.0006 = 2
3  or 

recognize that 0.0006 = 2
3  ÷ 1000.

• Whatever the approach, carrying out 
the long division will settle the 

question of whether 25
24  equals 1.0416. 

• The intent of part (a) is to involve 
students in thinking synthetically 
about fractions, decimals, place 
value, and their relationships; it is not 
a procedural fluency task. (Part (b) 
could be considered a procedural 
fluency task after the properties of 
integer exponents are understood.)

Central math concepts

Part (1). Every fraction a
b  can be expressed as a 

decimal that terminates or eventually repeats, and 

conversely every terminating or repeating decimal 

can be expressed as a fraction. To find the decimal 

expansion of a fraction a
b , one could perform the 

long division a ÷ b. For example, 7
12  = 7 ÷ 12, and if we 

perform the long division as shown, we eventually 

find that the process repeats. The result of the 

process could be expressed as 
7
12  = 0.583.

Looking at the structure of the decimal 0.583, it appears to be the sum of 

0.58 and 0.003, which is to say the sum of 58
100 and 1

001  of 1
3 . Let’s see if that 

fraction sum indeed equals 7
12 :

58
100 + 1

100 × 1
3

= 58
100 + 1

300 

= 174
300 + 1

300

= 175
300

= 7
12 . 

Thus we have traveled full circle from the fraction to the decimal back to 
the fraction.

Similarly, in part (a) of task 8:6, the number 1.0416 could be seen as

1 + 4
100  + 0.0016  

1 + 4
100  + 1

6  ÷ 100 

1 + 4
100  + 1

600 

1 + 24
600 + 1

600 

1 +  25
600 

1+ 1
24 

25
24.
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Part (2). Students extend the meaning of exponents from positive 
exponents to integer exponents based on the fundamental property  
xa xb = xa + b. This property summarizes the patterns in positive exponents 
that students are familiar with from previous grades, for example  
73 72 = (7·7·7)(7·7) = 75 and 72 = 71 + 1 = 71·71 = 7·7. The property also gives 
meaning to negative exponents and the exponent 0. For example, 
consider the question of what we take 70 to be. Suppose initially we believe 
we should take 70 to be 0. The fundamental property has something to 
say about that choice, because it would follow that

Thus if we take 70 to be zero, we will also have to take 72 to be zero. But the 
familiar meaning of 72 is 7·7 = 49, so taking 70 to be 0 wouldn’t be using the 
fundamental property to extend familiar meanings of exponents.

If we aren’t going to take 70 to be zero, then could we take it to be 
something else? Perhaps 70 could be any positive number we like? To find 
out what’s possible, let’s apply the fundamental property again: 

70 70 = 70 + 0  (using the property with both exponents zero)

70 70 = 70.    (because 0 + 0 = 0)

Dividing both sides of the last equation by 70 (remember that 70 is 
nonzero), we find

70 = 1.

So when using the fundamental principle to extend the meaning of 
exponents from positive to integer exponents, there is only one possibility 
for the value of 70, which is 1. And the “7” here could have been any 
nonzero number, so expressing the conclusion generally, x0 equals 1 for 
any nonzero number x. This consequence of the fundamental property is 
sometimes called “the zero power rule.”

Another consequence of the fundamental property is sometimes 

called “the negative exponent rule,” x−a = 1
xa . This rule follows from the 

fundamental property by applying the fundamental property with equal 
and opposite exponents: xa x−a = xa + −a = x0 . Remembering that x0 = 1, we 
have xa x−a = 1. This says that xa and x−a are reciprocals, or equivalently  

that x−a = 1
xa . That’s “the negative exponent rule.” Students working from 

long lists of integer exponent rules may not realize that those rules  
are special-purpose applications of a fundamental property, rather than 
independent principles.

For more observations on integer exponents, the relationship between 
fractions and repeating decimals, and the beginnings of students’ studies 
of irrational numbers, see the relevant Progression document.†

Curriculum connection
1. In which unit of your curriculum would 

you expect to find tasks like 8:6? 
Locate 2-3 similar tasks in that unit. 
How are the tasks similar to each 
other, and to 8:6? In what specific 
ways do they differ from 8:6?

2. Thinking about the curriculum unit 
you identified, at what point in the unit 
might a task like 8:6 help students 
converge toward grade-level thinking 
about the important mathematics 
in the task? What factors would you 
consider in choosing when to use 
such a task in the unit?* 

© 2021 Student Achievement Partners, Inc. Written by Jason Zimba. This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License (CC BY 4.0).

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://commoncoretools.me/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/ccssm_progression_NS+Number_2013-07-09.pdf


20

Relevant prior knowledge

The following mathematics knowledge may be activated, extended, and 
deepened while students work on the task: adding fractions; remembering 
fraction-decimal equivalents; understanding place value; practicing long 
division in simple cases; and calculating mentally.

Extending the task

How might students drive the conversation further?

• Students could check the answer 25
24 by calculating 25 ÷ 24 by long 

division.

• If d = 0.6 then students could evaluate the claim that 10d = 6 + d. Taking 
the equation as true, what do you get if you solve it for d?

• Students could repeat the above with d = 0.9.

Related Math Milestones tasks
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The cost of a phone is the phone’s price, 
$264, plus 6.25% tax. (1) Use the expression 
P + 0.0625 * P to find the cost. (2) Use the 
expression P * 1.0625 to find the cost. (3) Apply 
properties of operations to the expression P + 
0.0625 * P to produce the expression P * 1.0625.

(1) .latelcua )(a +.1−4 4 (b) 5 ÷ (−6)  
(c) )11 −(−1 )(d −(2 − 1

2  )   e)( −( 3
8  )(−8)   

(f) 0 − 1
3    (g) 1

97.  * 7.9   (h) (1
2  − 1

4 9 + 9).)(−

(2) ebumnaona)1(onatialc r line.ulcowSh

A utility pole 24 feet long has 281
4 - 

inch circumference at the top and  
471

8 -inch circumference 6 feet from 
the base. Create and label a scale 
drawing of the pole in side view,  
with scale 1

4  inch = 1 foot.

In  ΔABC, side AB is 4 units long, side BC is 3 
units long, and angle A measures 30°. Sketch 
two ways  ΔABC might look.

Nechama is shopping online 
for a ticket to a play. Website 
A offers a discount of $7.50 
off the theater price. Website 
B offers a discount of 25% off the theater price. 
(1) Is it mathematically possible that Website 
A is a better deal than Website B? (2) Is it 
mathematically possible that Website B is a 
better deal than Website A? Prove your answers.

A 15.1-in long wire is bent into the shape of a 
circle with 2.9 in left over. To the nearest 0.1 in, 
what is the diameter of the circle?

Rose and Liba both solved this problem:  
Jannat has 4 packs of balloons and 5 single 
balloons—29 balloons in all. How many 
balloons are in a pack? Explain both of Rose’s 
steps. Check that Liba’s equations are all true 
statements about the balloons.

Write each sum as a product with the given 
factor. Example: 8 + 6x = 2 · ?  
Answer: 8 + 6x = 2(4 + 3x). (1) 6y + 12 = 3 · ? 
(2) −5w + 35 = (−5) · ? (3) 4z + 1 = 4 · ?  
(4) 9ay − 9by + 27cy = (9y) · ?

“Foul Play.” The Hawks were leading 
the Pistons in basketball by a score of 
100-98. Just as time was running out, 
a Pistons player tried a 3-point shot. 
His defender had two choices: allow 
the shot, or stop it by fouling the Pistons player. 
Fouling would give the Pistons player 3 one-
point free throws. The defender chose to foul 
and later wondered if it was a good choice. (1) 
To analyze the defender’s choice, let’s assume 
that for the Pistons player, every 3-point shot 
has probability 1

3  of going in, and every free 
throw has probability 90% of going in. (a) If the 
defender allows the shot, what is the probability 
that the shot wins the game as time runs out? 
(b) If the defender stops the shot by fouling, 
estimate the probability that the free throws 
win the game. (2) Write a paragraph arguing 
for or against the defender’s choice, based on 
probability calculations and/or simulations.

Pencils down Think about the equation  
x + 4 1

8  = 2
3 . Is there a positive number that solves 

it? Is there a negative number that solves it?  
Tell how you decided.

Car A and Car B were moving at constant speed, 
as shown in the graphs. (1) At the end of the 
first minute, how many miles had each car 
moved? (2) Which car was moving faster? (3) 
For the faster car, write a formula for the number 
of miles moved in n minutes. (4) How many 
miles does the faster car move in 10 minutes?

In 2018, an oil company rented an 
oil rig for $100,000 per day. The 
company drilled a well and started 
pumping oil. (1) How much oil 
must be sold each day to equal the 
rental cost? Note: 42 gal of oil could 
be sold for $70 in 2018. (2) The 
company estimates that the profit, P, in millions 
of dollars, after pumping oil for D days is P = 
0.5D − 40. (a) What is the profit after the first 
day of pumping oil? (b) Make a table of pairs of 
values (D, P) and graph the ordered pairs.  
(c) How can the company make $30M of profit? 
(3) An equivalent expression for P is 0.5(D − 
80). How does the 80 in this expression relate to 
the company’s situation?

If the speed limit in Canada is 100 km/hr and 
you are driving 65 mph, are you over or under 
the limit? By how much?

In 1972 in Loma, Montana, the temperature 
changed from −54°F to +49°F in a 24-hr 
period. Calculate the average rate at which the 
temperature changed. Answer to the nearest 
tenth in units of degrees/hr.

Rose 
29 − 5 = 24 
24 ÷ 4 = 6

Liba 
Let x be the # of balloons in a pack. 

4x + 5 = 29 
4x = 24 

x = 6

PALACE THEATER
ADMIT ONE

(1, 1.33)

0

1

1 2

distance (mi)

time
(min)

(1, 1)

0

1

1 2

distance (mi)

time
(min)

Car A Car B
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Xavier’s assignment for science class was to write 
notes to summarize a chapter in his textbook. At 
4:45 p.m., he had 12 pages left to summarize. At 
6:00 p.m., he had 7 pages left. Assuming a linear 
model, about how many more hours will it take 
him to finish summarizing?

A pottery factory has two machines: a fast 
machine and a slow machine. The fast machine 
paints a pot in 3 min. The slow machine paints 
a pot in 10 min. Right now there’s a pile of 
50 unpainted pots waiting to go into the slow 
machine, and a pile of 28 unpainted pots waiting 
to go into the fast machine. (1) If you start the 
machines at the same time, which machine will 
finish its pile first? (2) How many min later will 
the other machine finish its pile? (3) Imagine 
instead that before starting the machines, 
you move some unpainted pots from the slow 
machine’s pile to the fast machine’s pile. How 
many pots would you move so that the two 
machines finish painting at the same time?

Points A, B, and C lie on a 
straight line in the coordinate 
plane. By two methods, find the 
missing vertical coordinate.

Study a proof of the Angle-Angle criterion for 
triangle similarity. Explain one step of the proof 
in your own words. 

On this blueprint for building a bike, part of the 
bike is shaped like a right triangle. The longest 

side length is 
illegible because 
water spilled on 
the blueprint. 
Calculate that 
side length.

(1) Decide whether each system has exactly 
one solution, infinitely many solutions, or 
no solutions. (2) For one system, justify your 
decision to your classmates in two ways: (a) 
drawing graphs of solutions; (b) algebraically.

Using physical models, transparencies, or 
geometry software, illustrate the fact that rotations 
take angles to angles of the same measure.

Write as a fraction in lowest terms: (1) 1.0416.
(2) 32 · 3−5.

A researcher asked people 
doing exercise to rate their 
effort level. The researcher 
also measured people’s 
heart rates. Data were 
taken on two different 
days. (1) Use technology 
to plot the data from both 
days. (View heart rates 
in a window from 145 to 
175.) Describe the main 
patterns you see. (2) 
On one of the days, the 
exercise room was warm, 
and on the other day, the 
room was cool. Which 
day do you think was the 
warm day? Tell how you 
decided, and support your 
answer with calculations.

City-to-City Distances & Airline Flight Times
City-to-city distance (mi) Flight time (hr)
200 1.0
300 1.2
400 1.4
500 1.6

(1) How does flight time between cities depend 
on city-to-city distance? Answer by creating a 
function equation that models the data in the 
table. (2) Use your function to answer: (a) What 
is the time of flight if two cities are 1,000 mi 
apart? (b) What is the city-to-city distance if the 
flight took 2 hr? (3) Use your function and a 
spreadsheet to extend the table.

Design a fish tank that fits into the 
corner of a room. Use a quarter of a 
cylinder as a model for the tank. To 
share your design, make a diagram 
showing the tank measurements. Also, 
calculate the weight of the water when your tank 
is filled (1 m3 of water weighs about 1,000 kg). 
Write your calculation steps so that a classmate 
could understand how you did it.

A chef is cooking soup in a  
pot. If the chef keeps the soup  
gently boiling and doesn’t 
cover the pot, water in the 
soup will evaporate. As water 
evaporates away, the soup will get thicker and 
tastier. Let’s use a function equation to model 
the evaporation process: D = 12 – 0.1t. Variable 
D is the depth of the soup in the pot, in units of 
cm, and variable t is the amount of time the soup 
has been boiling, in units of min. (1) Graph the 
function. (2a) What is the value of the function 
for t = 0? (2b) What does your value in (2a) refer 
to in the situation? (2c) How is the situation at 
t = 0 represented on the graph? (3) What is the 
value of the slope of the graph, and what is the 
meaning of that value in the situation? (4) The 
soup is ready to eat when its depth is 2

3  of the 
initial depth. At what time is the soup ready to 
eat? (5) Is the model useful for knowing what 
the depth of the soup would be at time t = 150 
min? Why or why not?Heart Rate & Effort in 

Exercise
Day 1 Day 2

HR, Effort HR, Effort
150.9, 1.3 148.6, 1.6
155.2, 1.5 152.7, 1.9
158.5, 1.8 153.9, 2.3
159.4, 2.1 155.4, 2.9
161.2, 2.1 156.6, 2.9
162.2, 2.3 157.9, 3.1
163.5, 2.4 158.9, 3.6
163.5, 2.7 159.7, 3.7
164.8, 2.7 160.6, 4.1
166.3, 2.9 161.3, 4.2
167.2, 3.0 162.3, 4.3
167.2, 3.3 162.4, 4.6
168.1, 3.4 163.4, 4.7
169.2, 3.4 164.2, 4.8
169.2, 3.5 164.8, 4.7
170.3, 3.5 165.0, 5.0
170.8, 3.6 165.4, 5.1
170.4, 3.7 167.0, 5.2
171.9, 3.7 166.5, 5.3
172.3, 3.9 166.7, 5.4
Click here to get the data 
online. Each person’s heart rate 
(beats per min.) and effort (1–6 
scale) were recorded every 3 
min. A group average was then 
calculated, creating one data 
point such as (150.9, 1.3).
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Xavier’s assignment for science class was to write 
notes to summarize a chapter in his textbook. At 
4:45 p.m., he had 12 pages left to summarize. At 
6:00 p.m., he had 7 pages left. Assuming a linear 
model, about how many more hours will it take 
him to finish summarizing?

A pottery factory has two machines: a fast 
machine and a slow machine. The fast machine 
paints a pot in 3 min. The slow machine paints 
a pot in 10 min. Right now there’s a pile of 
50 unpainted pots waiting to go into the slow 
machine, and a pile of 28 unpainted pots waiting 
to go into the fast machine. (1) If you start the 
machines at the same time, which machine will 
finish its pile first? (2) How many min later will 
the other machine finish its pile? (3) Imagine 
instead that before starting the machines, 
you move some unpainted pots from the slow 
machine’s pile to the fast machine’s pile. How 
many pots would you move so that the two 
machines finish painting at the same time?

Points A, B, and C lie on a 
straight line in the coordinate 
plane. By two methods, find the 
missing vertical coordinate.

Study a proof of the Angle-Angle criterion for 
triangle similarity. Explain one step of the proof 
in your own words. 

On this blueprint for building a bike, part of the 
bike is shaped like a right triangle. The longest 

side length is 
illegible because 
water spilled on 
the blueprint. 
Calculate that 
side length.

(1) Decide whether each system has exactly 
one solution, infinitely many solutions, or 
no solutions. (2) For one system, justify your 
decision to your classmates in two ways: (a) 
drawing graphs of solutions; (b) algebraically.

Using physical models, transparencies, or 
geometry software, illustrate the fact that rotations 
take angles to angles of the same measure.

Write as a fraction in lowest terms: (1) 1.0416.
(2) 32 · 3−5.

A researcher asked people 
doing exercise to rate their 
effort level. The researcher 
also measured people’s 
heart rates. Data were 
taken on two different 
days. (1) Use technology 
to plot the data from both 
days. (View heart rates 
in a window from 145 to 
175.) Describe the main 
patterns you see. (2) 
On one of the days, the 
exercise room was warm, 
and on the other day, the 
room was cool. Which 
day do you think was the 
warm day? Tell how you 
decided, and support your 
answer with calculations.

City-to-City Distances & Airline Flight Times
City-to-city distance (mi) Flight time (hr)
200 1.0
300 1.2
400 1.4
500 1.6

(1) How does flight time between cities depend 
on city-to-city distance? Answer by creating a 
function equation that models the data in the 
table. (2) Use your function to answer: (a) What 
is the time of flight if two cities are 1,000 mi 
apart? (b) What is the city-to-city distance if the 
flight took 2 hr? (3) Use your function and a 
spreadsheet to extend the table.

Design a fish tank that fits into the 
corner of a room. Use a quarter of a 
cylinder as a model for the tank. To 
share your design, make a diagram 
showing the tank measurements. Also, 
calculate the weight of the water when your tank 
is filled (1 m3 of water weighs about 1,000 kg). 
Write your calculation steps so that a classmate 
could understand how you did it.

A chef is cooking soup in a  
pot. If the chef keeps the soup  
gently boiling and doesn’t 
cover the pot, water in the 
soup will evaporate. As water 
evaporates away, the soup will get thicker and 
tastier. Let’s use a function equation to model 
the evaporation process: D = 12 – 0.1t. Variable 
D is the depth of the soup in the pot, in units of 
cm, and variable t is the amount of time the soup 
has been boiling, in units of min. (1) Graph the 
function. (2a) What is the value of the function 
for t = 0? (2b) What does your value in (2a) refer 
to in the situation? (2c) How is the situation at 
t = 0 represented on the graph? (3) What is the 
value of the slope of the graph, and what is the 
meaning of that value in the situation? (4) The 
soup is ready to eat when its depth is 2

3  of the 
initial depth. At what time is the soup ready to 
eat? (5) Is the model useful for knowing what 
the depth of the soup would be at time t = 150 
min? Why or why not?Heart Rate & Effort in 

Exercise
Day 1 Day 2

HR, Effort HR, Effort
150.9, 1.3 148.6, 1.6
155.2, 1.5 152.7, 1.9
158.5, 1.8 153.9, 2.3
159.4, 2.1 155.4, 2.9
161.2, 2.1 156.6, 2.9
162.2, 2.3 157.9, 3.1
163.5, 2.4 158.9, 3.6
163.5, 2.7 159.7, 3.7
164.8, 2.7 160.6, 4.1
166.3, 2.9 161.3, 4.2
167.2, 3.0 162.3, 4.3
167.2, 3.3 162.4, 4.6
168.1, 3.4 163.4, 4.7
169.2, 3.4 164.2, 4.8
169.2, 3.5 164.8, 4.7
170.3, 3.5 165.0, 5.0
170.8, 3.6 165.4, 5.1
170.4, 3.7 167.0, 5.2
171.9, 3.7 166.5, 5.3
172.3, 3.9 166.7, 5.4
Click here to get the data 
online. Each person’s heart rate 
(beats per min.) and effort (1–6 
scale) were recorded every 3 
min. A group average was then 
calculated, creating one data 
point such as (150.9, 1.3).
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Xavier’s assignment for science class was to write 
notes to summarize a chapter in his textbook. At 
4:45 p.m., he had 12 pages left to summarize. At 
6:00 p.m., he had 7 pages left. Assuming a linear 
model, about how many more hours will it take 
him to finish summarizing?

A pottery factory has two machines: a fast 
machine and a slow machine. The fast machine 
paints a pot in 3 min. The slow machine paints 
a pot in 10 min. Right now there’s a pile of 
50 unpainted pots waiting to go into the slow 
machine, and a pile of 28 unpainted pots waiting 
to go into the fast machine. (1) If you start the 
machines at the same time, which machine will 
finish its pile first? (2) How many min later will 
the other machine finish its pile? (3) Imagine 
instead that before starting the machines, 
you move some unpainted pots from the slow 
machine’s pile to the fast machine’s pile. How 
many pots would you move so that the two 
machines finish painting at the same time?

Points A, B, and C lie on a 
straight line in the coordinate 
plane. By two methods, find the 
missing vertical coordinate.

Study a proof of the Angle-Angle criterion for 
triangle similarity. Explain one step of the proof 
in your own words. 

On this blueprint for building a bike, part of the 
bike is shaped like a right triangle. The longest 

side length is 
illegible because 
water spilled on 
the blueprint. 
Calculate that 
side length.

(1) Decide whether each system has exactly 
one solution, infinitely many solutions, or 
no solutions. (2) For one system, justify your 
decision to your classmates in two ways: (a) 
drawing graphs of solutions; (b) algebraically.

Using physical models, transparencies, or 
geometry software, illustrate the fact that rotations 
take angles to angles of the same measure.

Write as a fraction in lowest terms: (1) 1.0416.
(2) 32 · 3−5.

A researcher asked people 
doing exercise to rate their 
effort level. The researcher 
also measured people’s 
heart rates. Data were 
taken on two different 
days. (1) Use technology 
to plot the data from both 
days. (View heart rates 
in a window from 145 to 
175.) Describe the main 
patterns you see. (2) 
On one of the days, the 
exercise room was warm, 
and on the other day, the 
room was cool. Which 
day do you think was the 
warm day? Tell how you 
decided, and support your 
answer with calculations.

City-to-City Distances & Airline Flight Times
City-to-city distance (mi) Flight time (hr)
200 1.0
300 21.
400 41.
500 1.6

(1) How does flight time between cities depend 
on city-to-city distance? Answer by creating a 
function equation that models the data in the 
table. (2) Use your function to answer: (a) What 
is the time of flight if two cities are 1,000 mi 
apart? (b) What is the city-to-city distance if the 
flight took 2 hr? (3) Use your function and a 
spreadsheet to extend the table.

Design a fish tank that fits into the 
corner of a room. Use a quarter of a 
cylinder as a model for the tank. To 
share your design, make a diagram 
showing the tank measurements. Also, 
calculate the weight of the water when your tank 
is filled (1 m3 of water weighs about 1,000 kg). 
Write your calculation steps so that a classmate 
could understand how you did it.

A chef is cooking soup in a  
pot. If the chef keeps the soup  
gently boiling and doesn’t 
cover the pot, water in the 
soup will evaporate. As water 
evaporates away, the soup will get thicker and 
tastier. Let’s use a function equation to model 
the evaporation process: D = 12 – 0.1t. Variable 
D is the depth of the soup in the pot, in units of 
cm, and variable t is the amount of time the soup 
has been boiling, in units of min. (1) Graph the 
function. (2a) What is the value of the function 
for t = 0? (2b) What does your value in (2a) refer 
to in the situation? (2c) How is the situation at 
t = 0 represented on the graph? (3) What is the 
value of the slope of the graph, and what is the 
meaning of that value in the situation? (4) The 
soup is ready to eat when its depth is 2

3  of the 
initial depth. At what time is the soup ready to 
eat? (5) Is the model useful for knowing what 
the depth of the soup would be at time t = 150 
min? Why or why not?Heart Rate & Effort in 

Exercise
Day 1 Day 2

HR, Effort HR, Effort
150.9, 1.3 148.6, 1.6
155.2, 1.5 152.7, 1.9
158.5, 1.8 153.9, 2.3
159.4, 2.1 155.4, 2.9
161.2, 2.1 156.6, 2.9
162.2, 2.3 157.9, 3.1
163.5, 2.4 158.9, 3.6
163.5, 2.7 159.7, 3.7
164.8, 2.7 160.6, 4.1
166.3, 2.9 161.3, 4.2
167.2, 3.0 162.3, 4.3
167.2, 3.3 162.4, 4.6
168.1, 3.4 163.4, 4.7
169.2, 3.4 164.2, 4.8
169.2, 3.5 164.8, 4.7
170.3, 3.5 165.0, 5.0
170.8, 3.6 165.4, 5.1
170.4, 3.7 167.0, 5.2
171.9, 3.7 166.5, 5.3
172.3, 3.9 166.7, 5.4
Click here to get the data 
online. Each person’s heart rate 
(beats per min.) and effort (1–6 
scale) were recorded every 3 
min. A group average was then 
calculated, creating one data 
point such as (150.9, 1.3).
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Xavier’s assignment for science class was to write 
notes to summarize a chapter in his textbook. At 
4:45 p.m., he had 12 pages left to summarize. At 
6:00 p.m., he had 7 pages left. Assuming a linear 
model, about how many more hours will it take 
him to finish summarizing?

A pottery factory has two machines: a fast 
machine and a slow machine. The fast machine 
paints a pot in 3 min. The slow machine paints 
a pot in 10 min. Right now there’s a pile of 
50 unpainted pots waiting to go into the slow 
machine, and a pile of 28 unpainted pots waiting 
to go into the fast machine. (1) If you start the 
machines at the same time, which machine will 
finish its pile first? (2) How many min later will 
the other machine finish its pile? (3) Imagine 
instead that before starting the machines, 
you move some unpainted pots from the slow 
machine’s pile to the fast machine’s pile. How 
many pots would you move so that the two 
machines finish painting at the same time?

Points A, B, and C lie on a 
straight line in the coordinate 
plane. By two methods, find the 
missing vertical coordinate.

Study a proof of the Angle-Angle criterion for 
triangle similarity. Explain one step of the proof 
in your own words. 

On this blueprint for building a bike, part of the 
bike is shaped like a right triangle. The longest 

side length is 
illegible because 
water spilled on 
the blueprint. 
Calculate that 
side length.

(1) Decide whether each system has exactly 
one solution, infinitely many solutions, or 
no solutions. (2) For one system, justify your 
decision to your classmates in two ways: (a) 
drawing graphs of solutions; (b) algebraically.

Using physical models, transparencies, or 
geometry software, illustrate the fact that rotations 
take angles to angles of the same measure.

Write as a fraction in lowest terms: (1) 1.0416.
(2) 32 · 3−5.

A researcher asked people 
doing exercise to rate their 
effort level. The researcher 
also measured people’s 
heart rates. Data were 
taken on two different 
days. (1) Use technology 
to plot the data from both 
days. (View heart rates 
in a window from 145 to 
175.) Describe the main 
patterns you see. (2) 
On one of the days, the 
exercise room was warm, 
and on the other day, the 
room was cool. Which 
day do you think was the 
warm day? Tell how you 
decided, and support your 
answer with calculations.

City-to-City Distances & Airline Flight Times
City-to-city distance (mi) Flight time (hr)
200 1.0
300 1.2
400 1.4
500 1.6

(1) How does flight time between cities depend 
on city-to-city distance? Answer by creating a 
function equation that models the data in the 
table. (2) Use your function to answer: (a) What 
is the time of flight if two cities are 1,000 mi 
apart? (b) What is the city-to-city distance if the 
flight took 2 hr? (3) Use your function and a 
spreadsheet to extend the table.

Design a fish tank that fits into the 
corner of a room. Use a quarter of a 
cylinder as a model for the tank. To 
share your design, make a diagram 
showing the tank measurements. Also, 
calculate the weight of the water when your tank 
is filled (1 m3 of water weighs about 1,000 kg). 
Write your calculation steps so that a classmate 
could understand how you did it.

A chef is cooking soup in a  
pot. If the chef keeps the soup  
gently boiling and doesn’t 
cover the pot, water in the 
soup will evaporate. As water 
evaporates away, the soup will get thicker and 
tastier. Let’s use a function equation to model 
the evaporation process: D = 12 – 0.1t. Variable 
D is the depth of the soup in the pot, in units of 
cm, and variable t is the amount of time the soup 
has been boiling, in units of min. (1) Graph the 
function. (2a) What is the value of the function 
for t = 0? (2b) What does your value in (2a) refer 
to in the situation? (2c) How is the situation at 
t = 0 represented on the graph? (3) What is the 
value of the slope of the graph, and what is the 
meaning of that value in the situation? (4) The 
soup is ready to eat when its depth is 2

3  of the 
initial depth. At what time is the soup ready to 
eat? (5) Is the model useful for knowing what 
the depth of the soup would be at time t = 150 
min? Why or why not?Heart Rate & Effort in 

Exercise
Day 1 Day 2

HR, Effort HR, Effort
150.9, 1.3 148.6, 1.6
155.2, 1.5 152.7, 1.9
158.5, 1.8 153.9, 2.3
159.4, 2.1 155.4, 2.9
161.2, 2.1 156.6, 2.9
162.2, 2.3 157.9, 3.1
163.5, 2.4 158.9, 3.6
163.5, 2.7 159.7, 3.7
164.8, 2.7 160.6, 4.1
166.3, 2.9 161.3, 4.2
167.2, 3.0 162.3, 4.3
167.2, 3.3 162.4, 4.6
168.1, 3.4 163.4, 4.7
169.2, 3.4 164.2, 4.8
169.2, 3.5 164.8, 4.7
170.3, 3.5 165.0, 5.0
170.8, 3.6 165.4, 5.1
170.4, 3.7 167.0, 5.2
171.9, 3.7 166.5, 5.3
172.3, 3.9 166.7, 5.4
Click here to get the data 
online. Each person’s heart rate 
(beats per min.) and effort (1–6 
scale) were recorded every 3 
min. A group average was then 
calculated, creating one data 
point such as (150.9, 1.3).
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Fractions and decimals appear in several grade 8 tasks including 8:4 
stionem SoluSyst , 8:7 Flight TImes and Distances, 8:9 Water Evaporation 

Model, and 8:10 Missing Coordinate. 

In earlier grades, task 7:9 Calculating with Rational Numbers extends 
calculation from positive fractions to signed rational numbers. 

 

†   Common Core Standards Writing Team. (2013, July 4). 
Progressions for the Common Core State Standards in 
Mathematics (draft). Grades 6–8, The Number System; 
High School, Number. Tucson, AZ: Institute for Mathematics 
and Education, University of Arizona.

*   Math Milestones™ tasks are not designed for summative 
assessment. Used formatively, the tasks can reveal and 
promote student thinking.
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Solution Paths
• What solution paths might you expect to see? 

• What representations might you see? What 
correspondences between those representations 
might be noticed by students (or be worth 
pointing out to students) and discussed by 
them? 

• What misconceptions or partial understandings 
might be revealed as students work on the task? 
How could you respond to these positively and 
productively?

Language
• What might you expect to hear from students 

engaged with the task? What does that 
language reveal about their mathematical 
thinking, and how might you respond to different 
ways of thinking? 

• If students are using early English or using 
multiple languages in an integrated 
communication system, how might you help 
their classmates see those mathematical ideas 
as valuable?

• Even when using nascent language, students 
are thinking and communicating their thinking. 
What might it look like to respond positively and 
productively to the mathematics in their thinking 
before giving feedback on the language used?

Identity, Agency, and Belonging
• How can you engage students’ interests, 

experiences, or funds of knowledge? 

• How can you build students’ self-confidence as 
learners, thinkers, and doers of mathematics? 

• What choices are there for a student to make in 
the task? How can you build students’ agency 
to the point where they notice and make these 
choices to solve problems? 

• How might one use feedback to build student 
agency? Where might there be opportunities to 
build students’ self-confidence? 

21

On this page, you can write your  
thoughts on the following questions.

Anticipating and responding to student thinking about the task
Imagine how students might think about the task, and what you might see and hear while they work.

8:6 Rational Form
Teacher Notes

© 2021 Student Achievement Partners, Inc. Written by Jason Zimba. This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License (CC BY 4.0).

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

